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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jehovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” - Isaiak 54:13.

THE BIBLE CLEARLY TEACHES

THAT JEHOVAH is the: only true God, frow everlasting to
everlusting, and is the Maker of heaven and earth and Giver of
life to his creatures: that the Word or Logos was the beginning
of his creation and his active agent in creating all other things:
and that the creature Lucifer rebelled against Jehovah and raised
the Issue of His universal sovereignty;

THAT GOD created the earth for man, made perfeet man for
the earth and placed him upon it; that man yielded to unfaithful
Lucifer, or Satan, and willfully disobeyed God's law and was
sentenced to denth; that by reason of Adam’s wrong act all men
are born sinners and without the right to life;

THAT THE LOGOS was macle human as the man Jesus and suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom or redemptive price for
obedient men; that God raised up Christ Jesus divine and exalted
him to heaven above every other creature and clothed him with all
power and authority as head of God's new capital organization;

THAT GOD'S CAPITAL ORGANIZATION is a Theocrucy called
Zion, and that Christ Jesus is the Chief Ofhcer thereof and is the
rightful King of the new world; that the faithful anointed
followers of Christ Jesus are Zion's children, members of Jehovdh's
organization, and are His witnesses whose duty and privilege it
is to testify to Jehovah's supremacy and declare his purposes
toward mankind as expressed in the Bible:

THAT THE OLD WORLD, or Satan's uninterrupted rule, ended
A.D. 1914, and Christ Jesus has been placed by Jehovah upon the
throne, has ousted Satan from heaven, and now proceeds to
vinrlicate His name and establish the “new earth”;

THAT THE RELIEF and blessings of the peoples can come only
by Jehovah's kingcom under Christ, which has begun; that Ilis
next great act is to destioy Satan’s organization and estublish
righteousness completely 1n the earth; and that under the Kingdom
the people of good-will surviving Armaveddon will carry out the
divine mandate to “fill the earth" with righteous offspring, and
that the human dead in the graves will be raised to opportunities
of li{e on earth.

ITS MISSION

'HIS journal i8 published for the purpose of enabling the

people fo know Jehovah God and his purposes as expressed

in the Bible. It publishes Bible Instruction specifically
designed to aid Jehovah's witnesses and all people of good-will
It arranges systematic Bible study for its readers and the Society
supplies other literature to aid in such studies. It pubhshes
suitable muterial for radlo broadcasting and for other means
of public instruction In the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bible as authority for its utterances.
It is entirely free and separate from all religion, parties, sects or
other worldly organizations. It {8 wholly and without reservation
for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Christ his beloved King.
It is not dogmatic, but invites careful and critical examination
of its contents in the light of the Scriptures. It does not indulge
in controversy, and its columns are not open to personalities.
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country in compliance with regulations to guarantee safe delivery of
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office is located, by international money order only. Subscription rates in
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{with renewal blank) is sent at least two issues before subscription
expires. Change of address when sent to our office may be expected
effective within one month. Send your old as well a3 new address.

Please address the Watch Tower Soclety in every case.
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“BLAMELESS MINISTRY” TESTIMONY PERIOD

The ministry of God's Word must be carred forward through
cold and heat for God's mnisters not to be blamed. Hence Febru-
ary will experience no stoppage of the proclamation of His king-
dom pubhely and from door to door. The service calendar an-
nounces it as “Blameless Ministry” Testinony Perod, and 1t will
be the second month of the 1949 campaign for subscriptions for the
Watchtower Society’s magazines. The offer that all those who talk
God’s kingdom will therefore make to all their contacts will be a
vear’s subseription for both The Watchtower and Awake! together
with the premium of a bound book and a booklet, at just $2
(American money) for the full set. Preferably the latest book,
“Let God Be True”, and one of the latest booklets, The Joy of All
the People or Permanent Governor of .All Nations, should be
offered as the premium. Whether in the Northern or in the South-
ern Hemisphere, February is a difficult month to pull through,
but faithful ministers will not come under blame for slacking the
hand. Watchtower readers will not want to come under blame
for failure regarding the wmunistry of God’s Word, and so we
invite their inquines and requests as to a share in it. May your
report at the end of the Testimony Period prove you blameless.

“WATCHTOWER” STUDIES
Week of February 20: “Earth’s Destiny After This World’s End,”
f 1-21 inclusive, The Watchtower January 15, 1949,

Week of February 27: “Activities of Subjects of the Thousand-
Year Reign,”
7 1-21 inclusive, The Watchtower January 15, 1949,

1949 YEARBOOK OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSLS

With gratitude to God for accomplishing thiough his servants
the greatest service achievement during this past year, the Society
now reieases the 1949 Yearbook of Jehovah’s witnesses. It will be
really a stirring experience, and not a dull review of data and
figures, for you to read the president’s report at length on the
year’s activities of Jehovah’s witnesses in more than ninety lands.
Also, introduced by his own special comment on the 1949 yeartext,
the texts and comments drawn from the latest Watchfower 1ssues
provide you with a choice thought for each day of the year. Orders
for copies of the 1949 Yearbook, bound in peach-color cloth, with
more than 350 pages, should be accompanied by remittances at
50c a copy. Companies should send in combined orders to minimize
our work of handling and shipping.

1949 CALENDAR

Again the Lord provides us with a new service calendar, for the
year 1949, the text for which is, “I . .. will yet praise thee more
and more.” (Ps. 71:14) The picture embellishing it steps into the
field of realism by exhibiting under the year's text a bird’s-eye
view of that now world-famous missionary school, Gilead, in its
environs, in four colors, and which is mightily aiding today in
praising Jehovah more and more. Under the picture the date pad
presents the six special testimony periods of 1949 and the alterna-
tive months, together with the service theme for each such month.
Orders may now be sent 1n, with remittance to cover, at 25¢ a
calendar, or $1.00 for five mailed to one address.
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EARTH'S DESTINY AFTER THIS WORLD’S END

“And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the

heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. And I saw a new heaven and a new

earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.”
—Rev, 20:11 and 21: 1.

upon the “great white throne” in the heavens. It

is to him that the prayer has ascended for the
past nineteen hundred vears: “Our Father in heaven,
your name be revered! Your kingdom come! Your
will be done on earth as it is done in heaven!” (Matt.
6:9,10, An Amer. Trans.) Manifestly at the time
that this model prayer was first taught, the kingdom
of Jehovah God the Father had not yet come to
our earth and his will was not yet being done on
earth as it was in the heavens where he resides
in righteousness. The heavens and the earth are
his creation, and so our planet earth is a place
over which his kingdom should rule and where his
righteous will should be done among all his earthly
subjects, the same as in all the rest of the universe.
He had a marvelous purpose in creating the earth,
and his purpose will not he blocked and go unrealized.
In his own appointed time he will have the earth
fully inhabited by perfect men and women, every
one of these a devoted subject lovingly doing the
divine will. This purpose is indelibly recorded in
these words: “For thus saith Jehovah that created
the heavens, the God that formed the earth and
made it, that established it and created it not a
waste [or, not in vain], that formed it to be inhabited:
I am Jehovah; and there is none else.” (Isa. 45: 18,
Am.Stan.Ver.,, margin) In keeping with his purpose
he has now at last taken to himself his great power
to rule and to make the authority of his throne felt
by all men on earth.—Rev. 11:17, 18.

2 There is no known reason for Jehovah God to
destroy our planet earth which is a part of a universe
he occupied unknown trillions of years to create.
What reason is there for him to destroy the earth
after his purpose for it is realized and his holy wiil
is perfectly done on it by all its hnoman inhabitants?
Still, you ask, why does the vision given to the
apostle John say that when God sits on his great
white throne of judgment and turns his face to our

J’EHOVAH is the majestic One who sits as Judge

1. What was God's undefeatable purpose tn creating our earth?
2, Why, despite Revelation. 20: 11, will our earth not pass away”

19

earth to give it the attention that it needs, then “the
earth and the heaven fled away” from his face? (Rev.
20:11) It is because such earth and heaven are
symbolie. They are not the literal earth and heaven
that He created. Concerning the heaven and earth
which he made and which are therefore good we
read : “Thus saith Jehovah, Heaven is my throne, and
the earth is my footstool.” (Isa.66:1, Am. Stan. Ver.)
Reasonably Jehovah God the Creator would not
destroy his own throne and footstool. His sanctuary
is in the heavens, and the earth is as eternal as it, for
we read : “He built his sanctuary like the heights, like
the earth which he hath established for ever.” (Ps.
78:69, Am.Stan.Ver.) Seeing that the literal earth
and heaven which God created must abide forever,
according to his good purpose, then we must under-
stand that the heaven and earth that flee away are
symbolical. They have God’s disapproval because
they are created by his enemies, and they must malke
way for God’s glorious kingdom.

® The fact that “there was found no place for them”
(Rev. 20:11) shows that such disapproved heaven
and earth are destroyed. Their flight into destruction
takes place at the end of this world. Many scriptures
show this. For example, the apostle Peter first tells
of the end of the pre-flood world in Noah’s time and
then describes the end of the present world in a fiery
trouble, saying: “You ... await and hasten towards
the coming of the day of God, by which the heavens,
being on fire, will be dissolved and the elements will
melt away by reason of the heat of the fire! But we
look for pnew heavens and a new earth, according
to his promises, wherein dwells justice.” (2 Pet.
3:12, 13, Catholic Confraternity translation) It is
therefore clear that the flight of the heaven and
earth from before the face of God on his great white
throne occurs before the thousand-year reign of
Jesus Christ, his Son. That being the case, then the
destruction of such heaven and earth corresponds
with the things described at Revelation 19:11 to

3. When does the flight of the old heaven and earth take place?
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20:3. Why so? Because the things there described
take place in heaven and in earth immediately before
the thousand-yvear reign of Christ begins.

* With the use of quite a number of symbolic ex-
pressions Revelation 19:11-21 describes the appear-
ing of mankind’s rightful Ruler, Christ Jesus, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, and the total war
that the “kings of the earth and their armies” wage
against him. The Revelation makes no political dis-
tinetions hetween any of these earthly kings or
rulers, but shows that they are all against him and
are all on the side of a symbolic beast and false
prophet. They are all a part of this doomed world.

s Whether this world is acting beastly and follow-
ing false prophecies contrary to God’s Word we
leave it for all honest people to judge. The fact
remains that all the “kings of the earth”, whether
inside or outside of Christendom, do not want the
real, living, personal Christ Jesus to rule over this
planet with absolute power. They themselves want
to dominate the earth by their respeective political
forms of government. And in this political effort
these “kings of the earth” have the prayers and
support of all the religious leaders inside and outside
of Christendom. Desecribing the destruction of all
these “kings of the earth” and their supporters and
followers at the world's end, Revelation 19:20, 21
says: “And the beast was taken, and with him the
false prophet, who wrought signs before him, where-
with he seduced them who received the character of
the beast, and who adored his image. These two were
cast alive into the pool of fire, burning with brin-
stone. And the rest were slain by the sword of him
[Christ Jesus] that sitteth upon the horse, which
proceedeth out of his mouth; and all the birds were
filled with their flesh.” (Apoe. 19: 20, 21, Douay) This
denotes that a terrific loss of human life will mark
this world’s end and that many bodies will lie around
unburied for wild beasts and birds of carrion to
vorge themselves upon. It will be the complete fulfill-
ment of the prophecy, at Jeremiah 25: 31-33:

s “Thus saith Jehovah of lLosts, Behold, evil shall
¢o forth from nation to nation, and a great tempest
shall be raised up fromn the uttermost parts of the
earth. And the slain of Jehovah shall be at that day
from one end of the earth even unto the other end
of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither
gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the
face of the ground.”—4m.Stan. Ver.

" The prophecy at Ezekiel 39:1-21, which gives
details of the fight of Gog and Magog and all of
Gog’s allies at this world’s end, refers to the same
thing as the above proplecies of Revelation and
Jeremiah. All political observers of today must
agree that such a wholesale destruction of the “kings

4. low do Revelation and Jeremiah picture earth's destruction?

T. S What will dextruction of earth’s kings and supporters mean*

BrooxkLynw, N, Y.

of the earth” and their backers and followers will
mean the end of our present so-called “civilization”,
the end of our present earthly organization and
arrangement of things. And in this electronic age,
with its atomiec bomb, who is there to say the end of
the present earthly arrangement of human society
will not be in a very fiery time both literally and
figuratively? Such destruction of all present politi-
cal, commercial and religious arrangements under
God’s disapproval is what is symbolized by the flee-
ing of the earth from before his face. And if no place
is to be found for it any more, then surely it will
never again exist upon our planet earth, which is
God’s footstool.

¢In harmony with that fact, Revelation 19:20
foretells that the “beast” and the “false prophet”
will be pitched alive “into a lake of fire burning with
brimstone”, and Revelation 20: 14, 15 says: “This is
the second death—the fiery lake. Anyone whose name
was not found written in the book of life was flung
into the fiery lake.” (An Amer.Trans.) Plainly the
things symbolized by the “beast” and the “false
prophet” are judged unfit to live any further. They
deserve annihilation, for they induce the “kings of
the earth and their armies” to fight God’s King of
kings and Lord of lords.

THE FLIGHT OF THE HEAVENS

®Lven in a physical sense our planet earth 1s
dominated by the heavens from whicl: the sun, moon
and stars exercise an effect upon it and cosmnic rays
beat down upon it unceasingly. In like manner the
symbolic earth, the arrangement today of human
society, is affected and dominated by unseen higher
intelligences. The organization made up of such
superior invisible intelligences is what the Bible
speaks of as the symbolic heaven. Since the flood of
Noal’s time such heaven has been wicked. It has
exercised upon human society an influence only
toward selfishness and wickedness. Many men would
like to get rid of the debasing influence of such
wicked lieaven, but to this day they have been unable
to do so. It is impossible for mankind to do away
with the unseen domination of such heaven. Ahnighty
God Jehovah is the only One able to do away with it,
and he will soon do so by Christ Jesus, his King of
kings and Lord of lords. After first describing how
the symbholic earth flees away into the land of
nowhere, the vision of Revelation immediately shows
how the flight of the symbolic heaven from before the
face of the Supreme Judge upon his great white
throne takes place. At Revelation 20:1-3 the apostle
John says:

1 “And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven,
having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his
hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, the old serpent,

9, 10 What heaven flees away, and how is this pictured”’



Janvary 15, 1949

which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years, and cast him into the abyss, and shut
it, and sealed it over him, that he should deceive the
nations no more, until the thousand years should be
finished: after this he must be loosed for a little
time.”—A4m. Stan. Ver.

 Thus the vision graphically foretells that at this
world’s end the Devil will be bound and cast into the
abyss. This will be a thousand years before he is
cast into the “pool of fire”, where the “beast” and the
“false prophet” are. As The Watchtower showed in
its issue of October 1, 1948, God’s angel or deputy
who binds Satan the Devil and hurls him into the
abyss of restraint is Christ Jesus, who has been given
all power in heaven and earth. Since the enthrone-
ment of Clirist Jesus in heaven in the year 1914,
Satan the Devil has been cast out of heaven, and his
wicked angels with him, and these have been confined
to the vicinity of our earth. These are the ones that
are responsible for the political, commercial, reli-
gious, social and physical wees that have come upon
mankind since A.D. 1918. In proof of this, Revelation
12:12 savs: “Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and
of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, hav-
ing great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath
but a short time.” For thousands of yvears the wicked
angels have worked with the Devil in deceiving the
whole world, and hence, if the “dragon, that old
Serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan”, is not to
deceive the nations for a thousand years to come,
his angels must also be restrained with him when he
is restrained from his deceptive work. Revelation
20:1-3 does not specifically say his angels are put
into the abyss with the “dragon, that old serpent,
which is the Devil, and Satan”. But his angels were
cast down to the earth with him, and it must be that
later, when he is abyssed, his angels or demons are
restrained in the abyss with him.

2 Binding and abyssing the Serpent, the Devil, is
what is meant by crushing the serpent’s head. His
angels must be erushed with him. Back there in the
garden of Eden God said to the Serpent, the Devil:
“T will put enmity between you and the woman,
between your seed and her seed; he shall erush vour
head, and you shall lie in wait for his heel.” (Gen.
3:15, Cath. Confrat.) The wicked angels or demons
are a part of the Serpent’s seed; they are the
invisible, spiritual part. Since the Seed of God’s
woman, namely, Christ Jesus, restrains the Serpent’s
seed together with the Serpent, then the restraining
of the wicked demons apparently means their being
abyssed with the Devil, “the prince of the demons.”
All along the demons have feared to go into the
abyss. Notice the gospel account of Jesus’ encounter
with a man under the control of many such spirit

11, When will SBatan be abyssed, and why not he alone?
12, What does crushing the serpent’s hiead miean for Satan and demons?
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demons: “And when he saw Jesus, he cried out, and
fell down before him, and with a loud voice said,
‘What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the
Most High God? I beseech thee, torment [Greek,
basanidzo]l me not. For he was commanding the
unclean spirit to come out from the man. For often-
times it had seized him: and he was kept under
guard, and bound with chains and fetters; and break-
ing the bands asunder, he was driven of the demon
into the deserts. And Jesus asked him, What is thy
name? And he said, Legion; for many demons were
entered into him. And they entreated him that he
would not command them to depart into the abyss.”
It was not then the due time for Jesus to bind and
abyss Satan, the prince of the demons. Hence Jesus
did not then torment the demons by abyssing them.
—Luke 8:26-33, Am.Stan. Ver.

1 Satan the Devil and his legions of demons have
composed a great invisible empire, one not of flesh
and blood, but of spirit. These are the ones meant
when Paul writes to his fellow Christians: “Our
wrestling is not against flesh and blood, but against
the Principalities and the Powers, against the world-
rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces
of wickedness on high.” (Eph. 6:12, Cath. Confrat.)
Since the flood of Noal’s time these organized spirits
under the prince of the demons have made up the
symbolic heavens, “the heavens that now are,” as the
apostle Peter calls them. (2 Pet. 3:7, bid.) These,
then, are the heavens that are destroyed at this end
of the world, and not Jehovah God’s creations, the
sun, moon, stars and spiral nebulae. Now the vision
that John had shows that the destruction of the
wicked heavens comes after Satan the Devil wit-
nesses the annihilation of his wicked earthly organ-
ization. Therefore the destruction of the heavens by
abyssing Satan and his demon angels is what is
pictured by the fleeing of the heaven, never to be
organized again as they have been for these thou-
sands of years since the flood. But the glorious sun,
moon and stars of the literal skies will remain for
all time. In proof, Psalm 72:5, 7 says of the rule of
Christ, the “Son of David”:

# “They shall fear thee as long as the sun and
moon endure, throughout all generations. In his days
shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace
so long as the moon endureth.” And Psalm 89: 35-37
says: “Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will
not lie unto David. His seed [Christ] shall endure
for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. It shall
be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful
witness in heaven.”

NEVER A DEPOPULATED EARTH
s Some religionists wrongly teach that the binding

13, 14. Which heavens are destroyed, and which remain? What prool -
16 How is Satans abyssing wrongly explained with Isaiah 24 1-6°
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and casting of Satan into the abyss means he will
be given the free run of the earth for the thousand
vears of Christ’s reign but that during this time the
earth will be absolutely void and waste as it was at
the beginning, so that Satan will not be in contact
with the earthly nations to tempt and deceive them.
True, Christ’s thousand-year reign and Satan’s im-
prisonment in the abyss continue during the same
period of time. But it is a religious mistake to apply
to the earth during that time the following scripture
prophecies:

“Behold, Jehovah maketh the earth empty, and
maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and
scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. ... The
earth shall be utterly emptied, and utterly laid
waste; for Jehovah hath spoken this word. The earth
mourneth and fadeth away, the world languisheth
and fadeth away, the lofty people of the earth do
languish. The earth also is polluted under the inhab-
itants thereof; hecause they have transgressed the
laws, violated the statutes, broken the everlasting
covenant. Therefore bath the curse devoured the
earth, and they that dwell therein are found guilty:
therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned,
and few men left.”—Isa. 24: 1-6, Am. Stan. Ver.

* This prophecy had its first fulfiliment upon the
land of Judah and Jerusalem twenty-five centuries
ago, but it has a larger and final fulfillment upon the
organization of Christendom at this end of the world.
It was the land of Judali, and not our entire globe,
that Jehovah made empty of its unfaithful inhabit-
ants in 607 B.C. To that end he let the mighty Bahx-
lonian congueror Nebuchadnezzar overrun that land
and desolate its towns and cities and even its capital
Jerusalem, and then deport to Babylon most of the
surviving Jews. Even those who were left in the land
finally became fearful and fled down to Egypt. Thus
Jehovah brought his curse npon the profaned Land
of Promise and emptied it of man and domesticated
beast, just as if it were a bow] that he turned upside
down so as to dump out its contents. He did not then
depopulate the entire globe, but left the Gentile
nations on the earth that they might dominate the
globe for “seven times”, and he scattered the former
Jewish inhabitants of Judah among all these Gentile
nations. For the next seventy years he left the land
of Judah lie forsaken with all its cities in ruin, its
temple at Jerusalem robbed and burned, and its
fields and forests unattended. So the land became
like a primeval wilderness, the haunt of wild beasts
and hirds.

1" There was, though, a faithful remnant among
those Jews who were scattered among the nations,
and with regard to these the twenty-fourth chapter
of Isaiah further says: “Therefore the inhabitants

16, 17. How did Isaiah 24:1-6 have its first fulfillment?
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of the earth waste away, and few are the mortals
that are left. . . . For so will it be in the midst of
the earth, among the peoples, as when an olive tree
is beaten, or at the gleaning of grapes, when the
vintage is over. Yonder, men lift up their voice, they
sing for joy, at the majesty of the Lorp they shout
more loudly than the sea: “Therefore glorify the
Lorp throughout the east, on the coast-lands of the
sea praise the name of the Lorp, the God of Israel!
From the end of the earth have we heard songs of
praise: ‘Glory for the righteous!” And that the
complete fulfillment of this occurs at the time that
Jehovah God enthrones his anointed King, Jesus
Christ, to rule for him, the last verse of the chapter
shows, saying: “For the Lorp of hosts will be king
on Mount Zion, and will reveal his glory before his
elders in Jerusalem.”"—Isa. 24: 6, 13-16, 23, .1n dmer.
Trans.

18 The same is true with regard to the prophecy at
Jeremiah 4: 22-28, namely: “For my people are fool-
ish, they know me not; they are sottich children, and
they have no understanding; they are wise to do evil,
but to do good they have no knowledge. I beheld the
earth, and, lo, it was waste and void ; and the heavens,
and they had no light. I beheld the mountains, and,
lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved to and fro.
I beheld. and, lo. there was no man, and all the birds
of the heavens were fled. I belield, and, lo, the frait-
ful field was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof
were broken down at the presence of Jehovah, and
before his fierce anger. For thus saith Jehoval, The
whole land shall be a desolation; vet will I not make
a full end. For this shall the earth mourn, and the
heavens above be black; because I have spoken it, 1
have purposed it, and I have not repented, neither
will T turn back from it.”—4dm. Stan. Ter.

** In these verses Jeremiah is inspired to prophesy
first about the seventy-year desolation of the land
of Jehovah’s chosen people, the Israelites, from 607
to 537 B.C. During that tiine the land of Judah and
Jerusalem was waste and void and the favor of
heaven did not shine down upon it. It was under the
divine curse, and “there was no man” in it. I'or this
reason it became a wilderness. Not merely in this
fourth chapter, but all through the book of Jeremiah,
he describes how this desolate, mmanless condition of
Judah and Jerusalem was to come about by the
invasion of the Babylonian hordes, the destruction
of the Jewish cities, and the deportation of most of
the survivors to Babylon and the flight of the rest
to Egypt. For example, Jeremiah 36: 29 reads: “The
king of Babylon shall certainly comne and destroy this
land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and
beast.” At the end of the seventy vears of desolation
Jehovah’s prophecy by Jeremiah came true: “And

18, 19. How did Jeremiah 4:22-2% have {t4 firat fulfillment?
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fields shall be bought in this land, whereof ye say,
It is desolate, without man or beast; it is given into
the hand of the Chaldeans.” (Jer. 32:43; also
33:10-13) And by Ezekiel Jehovah prophesied to
the desolate “mountains of Israel”: “I will multiply
upon you man and heast; and they shall inerease
and be fruitful; and I will eause yon to be inhabited
after your former estate, ... and ve shall know that
I am Jehovah.”—Fzek. 36:8-11, 4Awm. Stan.Ver.

* Yes, the land of Judah was depopulated for
seventy years, but this does not typify an unpeopled,
chaotie, formless globe during the thousand years
that Satan the Devil is bound. No; but that total
desolation which came upon ancient Judah for the
unfaithfulness of the Jews prophetically pictured
the complete destruction due to be visited soon upon
its modern counterpart, the organization of Chris-
tendom. Because she professes to be Christian, but
is permeated with paganism and brings reproach
upon God’s holy name, Christendom will be wiped
out at this world’s end. She will never be restored,
because the true Christians who are members of the

20, 21. Why will the complete fuifillinent of this propliecy not mean a
depopulated earth during the time Satan is bound?
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“body of Christ” will enter their heavenly inherit-
ance to reign with him for the thousand years. Thus
the true basis for calling any part of our globe
“Christendom” will have been forever removed. The
end of this world will result not only in the destrue-
tion of so-called “Christendom” but also in the
destruction of all the symbolic earth, the Devil’s
visible organization of human society. Yet, this will
not result in a totally depopulated planet.

2 When predieting the end of this world Jesus
said: “But as the days of No’e were, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be.” The flood took away
in destruction all those who did not know the day and
hour of its coming and did not enter into the ark;
but did it take away Noah and his household who
did enter the ark? No! (Matt. 24:37-39) Likewise,
the end of this world will take away in destruection
Christendom and the rest of wicked humanity, but
those now taking a position in support of Jehovah’s
universal sovereignty and his kingdom by Christ
Jesus have the promise of surviving this world’s
end, just as Noah and his household lived through
the global flood. Earth’s glorious destiny is only
beginning after this world’s end!

ACTIVITIES OF SUBJECTS OF THE THOUSAND-YEAR REIGN

HEN Noah and his household emerged from

the ark the vear following the forty-day

rainfall, the repopulating of the dried earth
began, in obedience to God’s commandment. We
read: “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish
the earth.” (Gen. 9:1,7) Like Noah’s sons and
daughters-in-law, a numberless multitude of persons
of good-will, consecrated to Jehovah God through
Christ, will survive this world’s end. We are not to
suppose that human marriage and childbearing will
at onee cease, but the survivors will enjoy the same
privilege of marriage and rearing children as Noah’s
sons and daughters-in-law did. God’s utterance of a
mandate to Noal’s household to multiply doubtless
pictures that He will issue a like mandate to the
good-will survivors of this world’s end. The “new
earth” will start then, and from its start the increas-
ing of earth’s population in obedience to the divine
mandate to multiply will go forward. The “new
heavens” will then pour down blessings.

2 Tt ig therefore clear that the binding and abyssing
of Satan the Devil for a thousand years to prevent
him from deceiving the nations could not Seriptural-
ly mean the reducing of our terrestrial globe to a
chaotie, shapeless mass and confining Satan to this
uninhabited scorched earth with no one on it for

1, 2. Ilow does the divine mandate disprove a depopulated earth?

him to seduce. As pointed out in our October 1, 1948,
issue, the abyss means a state of isolation for him
and his demons in which they will be totally inactive,
a state of suspended animation. As the Scriptures
say that Jesus went into the abyss when he died and
was buried, so, too, when Satan and his demons are
put in the sealed-up abyss, it means lifelessness for
them.—Rom. 10: 7, Am. Stan. Ver.; Cath. Confrat.
3These good-will survivors of the world’s end
become the first subjects of the millennial King. By
beginning his reign over them Christ Jesus begins
his reign of a thousand years over the cleansed earth.
He will reign from heaven, just as Satan, “the prince
of this world,” ruled over this present evil world
until he and his demons were cast out of heaven and
down to this earth, (Rev. 12:9-13) The faithful mem-
bers of the “body of Christ” will rule with bim from
heaven, which is God’s throne; and regarding this
Revelation 20:4-6 says: “And I saw thrones, and
they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto
them: and I saw the souls of them that had been
beheaded for the testimony of Jesus, and for the
word of God, and such as worshipped not the beast,
neither his image, and received not the mark upon
their forehead and upon their hand; and they lived,
and reigned with Christ a thousand years. The rest
of the dead lived not until the thousand years should

3. From where will Christ Jesus rule the earth, and who with him?®
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be finished. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and
holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection:
over these the second death hath no power; but they
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
with him a thousand years.”—A4m. Stan. Ver.

* Note that verse four says as to those faithful
Christians who sit on the throne with Christ during
his reign: “And judgment was given unto them.”
This could not mean they would be judged after
sitting upon thrones to reign with Christ, for they
will have already overcome this Devil-runled world
and will have been accounted worthy to live and
reign with Christ as they also suffered and died with
him, So the giving of judgment to them means they
are appointed to judge others. They were “empow-
ered toact asjudges”. (An Amer. Trans.) The apostle
Paul pointed forward to this privilege, saying to his
fellow Christians: “Do you not know that the Chris-
tians are to be the judges of the world? And if the
world is to come hefore you for judgment, are you
unfit to decide the most trivial cases? Do yvou not
know that we are to be the judges of angels, to say
nothing of ordinary matters?” (1 Cor. 6:2,3, 4n
Amer. Trans.) So when Christ Jesus judges men and
angels in the new world of righteousness, these faith-
ful overcomers seated upon the throne with him will
act as associate judges with him.

®Yes, too, they will be “priests of God and of
Christ”, says verse six. That means they will join
with God’s High Priest Christ Jesus in extending to
mankind on earth the benefits of the ransom sacri-
fice which he provided when he offered up his human
life. Christ Jesus was prefigured by Moses’ brother,
Aaron, who was made the high priest of the nation
of Israel. Aaron had four sons, and these were made
his assistants as underpriests. As such, they pre-
figured the members of the “body of Christ” who are
made priests of God and of Christ. On the yearly day
of atonement High Priest Aaron offered up sacrifice
first for his own sins and those of his house. After
that he offered up sacrifice for the sins of the rest of
the Israelites. (Lev. 16:11-17) This prefigured that
the 144,000 members of the “body of Christ” are first
in receiving the direct benefits of Christ’s ransom
sacrifice, yes, now during this world. For this reason
they are justified now by faith and are granted the
privilege of presenting themselves as “living sacri-
fices” to God through Christ, to suffer and die like
him that they might also have a spiritual resurrec-
tion, the “first resurrection”, and reign with him in
the heavenly throne. Then, just as High Priest Aaron
with the assistance of his priestly sons offered up
sacrifice for Israel in general, so Christ’s fellow
priests will join him as High Priest in dispensing the
benefits of his ransom sacrifice to mankind during

4. In what way is ‘judgment given to them'?
3. Ilow wiil they then act as “priests of God and of Christ”?
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his thousand-year reign. In no other way will men
on earth in the new world be able to gain the gift of
eternal life, being then fully justified to endless life
as perfect humans,

¢ At present the imperfect political human rulers
reign over all the earth, and all mankind suffers. But
the prophecy says the time must come, and it is near,
when “the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness
of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be
given to the people of the saints of the most High,
whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all
dominions shall serve and obey him.” (Dan. 7:27)
During the thousand years of Christ’s reign this
prophecy is fulfilled upon the 144,000 mewmbers of
Christ’s body, for then not only will they sit upon
the throne and be priests of God and of Christ but
they “shall reign with him a thousand years”.

" No, they will not reign over a chaotic, shapeless
charred earth with the Devil penned up alone in it.
Kings must have subjeets over whom to reign, and
a depopulated earth would not provide them such
subjects. So they will reign over mankind who need
a perfect government, beginning with the good-will
survivors of this world’s end. Under their reign with
Christ the entire earth will be subdued for the good
of its inhabitants and will become a paradise like the
garden of [Eden; and the good-will survivors of this
world’s end will have a part in that transformation
work from its very beginning. How long this will
take when all the destroyers of the earth are ou* of
the way and all of Christ’s earthly subjects are his
willing and devoted servants, we do not now know.
But paradise should be here again when Christ Jesus
awakens from the dead the penitent malefactor who
died alengside of him. This malefactor said to him:
“Jesus! remember me whensoever thou shalt come
into thy kingdom.” “And he said unto him—Verily
I say unto thee this day: With me shalt thou be in
Paradise.” (Luke 23:42, 43, Rotherham; also Lamsa)
Such a global paradise will be one of the marvelous
benefits to humankind of Christ’s kingdom, and it
will demonstrate the vast difference between his
reign and that of Satan the Devil.

RESURRECTION

® The faithful members of Christ’s body of foot-
step followers are sown at death a “natural body”.
But when they share in the “first resurrection” after
Christ Jesus comes into the Kingdoimn power they are
raised a “spiritual body”. So 1 Corinthians 15:44
says. When they are resurrected thus as perfect
immortal spirit creatures they at once become alive
and enter into life, just as Christ Jesus did at his
resurrection. No effects of their being born in sin
and under death’s condemnation as Adam’s offspring
carry over with them, for they forever sacrifice the

¢, 7. llow long will they reign with him, and over what?
8 llow uare they raised in the resurrection, and why so?



Janvary 15, 1949

human nature as their Leader Christ Jesus did. This
is what distingnishes the “first resurrection”, and a
share in it makes them “blessed and holy”.

® These facts must be borne in mind when we con-
sider the words: “But the rest of the dead lived not
again until the thousand years were finished.” (Rev.
20:5) The resurrection of these humans from the
dead does not make them alive in the complete sense
that those sharing in the first resurrection are made
alive. Why not? Because many of the effects of their
being born from the sinful dying Adam will still
continue with them on coming out of the graves,
Hence their not living again until the thousand years
were finished does not mean they will not be raised
from the grave or abode of death until the thousand
years are finished and Satan is loosed again. Take
that malefactor who lived a life of crime down till
his death alongside of Jesus. What chance would he
have if the King Christ Jesus first remembered him
and brought him out of the grave at the end of his
thousand-year kingdom to confront at once Satan
then let loose to go forth to try to deceive mankind
once more? In that case the malefactor would not
have received any of the benefits toward reform and
uplift to hmman perfection that Christ’s kingdom is
meant to afford its subjects. He would not have a
real opportunity to be justified.to eternal life and
thus ‘live again’.

1* Hence it must be at Jehovah’s due time purixG
the reign of Christ that the following vision of John
is fulfilled: “And I saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the hooks were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life:
and the dead were judged out of those things which
were writfen in the books, aceording to their works.
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in
them: and they were judged every man according to
their works.” (Rev. 20:12, 13) This giving up of the
dead does not mean that those whomn the sea and
death and hell discharge get at once the gift of ever-
lasting life. Their future works determine whether
they will prove worthy of the right to eternal life
through Christ and will thus ‘live again’. Notice,
please, that at the beginning of this judgment day of
a thousand years the dead raised up are spoken of
as “small and great”, or high and low. This may mean
that those thus brought back have a higher or lower
place in God’s arrangement. Some great or high ones
may be made “princes in all the earth” to act among
men as visible representatives of Christ. Psalm
45:16 includes the faithful forefathers of Christ
Jesus the King among such princely representatives,
who will become his children becanse he died for
them and raises them from the dead.

9, 10, {a) When are the ‘‘rest of the dead” brought out of the graves?
(b) Who are the *“small and great” then standing betore God?
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* When this occurs the symbolic heaven and earth
have fled away already. It is the time that John
speaks of saying: “And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth
were passed away; and there was no more sea.”
(Rev. 21:1) The kingdom of Christ and his en-
throned footstep followers constitute the new heaven.
and the new visible arrangement on our planet for
putting God’s will into effect among men constitutes
the new earth. The “sea” pictures that unsettled mass
of mankind that has spumed up the dirt and mire of
sin continually and out of whom the Devil’s wicked
visible organization has arisen in hurtful beastly
forms. (Dan. 7:3; Rev. 13:1,2) Since that sea is
dried up at this end of the world and will be no more,
it is a sea different from the literal sea in which
millions have drowned and which gives up its dead
during the thousand-year reign of Christ. According
to this, not all the dead are in “hell”; many are in
the sea. If “hell” or “hades” were a fiery place of
eternal torture, then Revelation shows not all the
dead have been in such a fiery place, but many dead
have been in a wet place, the watery sea. However,
the Bible “hell” is no place as the religions of Chris-
tendom picture, a fiery sulphurous place for eternally
tormenting human souls under the surveillance of
the Devil and his fiendish demons. It is the abode of
the dead, to which Jesus himself went when he died
and was buried. God raised him from this “hell” on
the third day and committed the “keys of hell and of
death” to him thenceforth.—~Rev. 1:18.

12 Thus Christ Jesus, as the Judicial Representa-
tive of Jehovah God, uses the keys and raises the
dead from the sea and hell and from the general
death state that resulted from Adam’s sin before
we were born. During Christ’s millennial reign the
divine will for that time will be made known to all
mankind to the four corners of the earth, to the very
limits of a paradise which is able to supply food for
all of earth’s population. This making of the divine
will plain, with no one to hinder or deceive mankind,
is what is pictured when the vision says: “And the
books were opened.”—Rev. 20: 12,

¥ So the works according to which they will he
judged are not their past works committed when
Satan was deceiving the whole world and the vast
majority of mankind died without ever hearing about
the Bible. The works which form the basis for theia
final judgment will be their future works after the
“books” are opened. Only that way could they be
judged “out of those things which were written in
the books, according to their works”. Those conform-
ing their lives to the things written and then opened
up to their understanding will get the blessings of

11. What things then give up the dead that are in them?

12, 13. (a) According to what will they then be judged? (b) What
benefits will those get who conform their lives to requirements”
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the Kingdom. They will receive the priestly minis-
tration of Christ’s ransom sacrifice and will be healed
from all the death-dealing effects of Adam’s sin.
Thus death due to him will be wiped out: “and there
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor erying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away.” (Rev. 21:4) “For he must
reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The
last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.” (1 Cor.
15: 25, 26) This means that all obedient ones will
attain to human perfection.

* But how will they be given a final determinative
test of their full consecration to Jehovah God and
the unbreakableness of their loyalty to his universal
sovereignty? The devilish heavens and earth have
fled from before the great Judge’s face and have been
non-existent for the thousand years. There is no
“beast” or any “false prophet” to deceive with false
miracles, for this “beast” and “false prophet” were
flung into the “lake of fire and brimstone” at this
world’s end. Although paradise has been restored
and extended all round the globe, yet there is in it
no “tree of the knowledge of good and evil” with
which to test mankind as back in Eden. How, then,
does the decisive test come to prove anyone on earth
worthy of getting his name written in the “book of
life” and thus being justified to the gift of everlast-
ing life through Christ Jesus?

THE FINAL TEST OF KINGDOM SUBJECTS

> The vision answers our question: “And when the
thousand years are finished, Satan shall be loosed
out of his prison, and shall come forth to deceivé the
nations which are in the four corners of the earth,
Gog and Magog, to gather them together to the war:
the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And
they went up over the breadth of the earth, and com-
passed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved
city.”—Rev. 20:7-9, Am. Stan. Ver.,

It is not definitely stated that anyone else is
loosed from the prison with Satan the Devil, any-
more than it is stated that his demons are cast into
the abyss with him. But, consistently, if it is under-
stood that they are abyssed with him, then they are
likewise loosed with him from this prison. So as to
settle the great issue with regard to mankind on
earth, Christ Jesus as Jehoval’s great angel breaks
the seal of the abyss and restores Satan the Devil
and his demons to activity. Remember Pharaoh of
Egypt, how God reserved him, wicked though he was,
as a dishonorable vessel fit for destruction after God
had showed all his power over him. So, too, Almighty
God has reserved Satan the Devil for this final use
of him to test men at the end of the thousand-year
reign. (Ex.9:16; Rom. 9:17-22) Releasing the Devil

14, 15. How will not, but how will, the final test of them come?
16, Whom does opening the abyss let loose, and for what purpose?
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upon mankind does not mean a restoring of the old
wicked heavens, for Christ Jesus and his glorified
followers in heaven still have the Devil under their
feet, and after they let him go far enough for a full
test of mankind they squelch his attempt to restore
the devilish heaven over the new earth. Neither does
loosing the Devil mean the restoring of the ‘beast”
and the deceptive “false prophet” of the present time,
for these were put, not into the abyss, but into the
lake of fire from which no condemned vietim ever
gets out alive. In great wrath the Devil again defies
Jehoval’s nniversal sovereignty and assaults it as
in the days of the original Gog and Magog.

7 Fzekiel’s prophecy, chapters 38 and 39, locates
the original assault of Gog and Magog as happening
at this end of the world, when lying spirits come out
of the mouths of Satan the Dragon and the heast and
the false prophet to gather the kings of the whole
world to the war of Armageddon with which this
world ends. (Rev. 16:14-16; 19:18-21) Egzekiel’s
prophecy further pictures Gog and the land of Magog
as being far distant from God’s approved people and
as being evil-minded and covetous and opposed to
the faithful worshipers of Jehovah as God. They
fight on Satan’s side of the great issue, Who is to
rule the world? They prove to be on the losing side
and are utterly destroyed at the battle of Armaged-
don by an “overflowing shower, and great hailstones,
fire, and brimstone”. (Ezek. 38: 22, 4m. Stan. Ver.;
39:6) Those who let themselves be led astray by
Satan loosed {rom his prison are likened to such
people as Gog and Magog, whom they imitate. Like
Satan, who leads them astray, they are willful in
their rebellion against Jehovah God and his kingdom
by Christ. Just how many there will be of this “Gog
and Magog” class the expression “the number of
whom is as the sand of the sea” does not indicate. It
need not be the majority of mankind who have expe-
rienced the blessings of Christ’s millennial reign. For
example, when the number of Christ’s body-members
was unrevealed, they were compared with the sands
of the sea for multitude, but the exact number was
finally disclosed to John to be just 144,000 together
with the Head One, Christ Jesus. (Gen. 22:17; Rev.
14:1; 7:4-8) Thus the multitude of “Gog and
Magog” is left just as indefinite in number as the
“sand of the sea” and may be a minority of mankind.
~—See Joshua 11:4; Judges 7:12; 1 Samuel 13:5;
2 Samuel 17:11; 1 Kings 4: 20.

*In unnumbered multitude Satan’s hordes on
earth, symbolized by Gog and Magog, advance to a
fight against the thousand-year-old Government of
the righteous new world. They are spoken of as sur-
rounding the “encampment of God’s people, and the
beloved city”. (Rev. 20:9, 4An Amer. Trans.) Those

17. Who are the “Gog and Magog' whom Satan then leads astray?
18, Who gare the encampment und the beloved city that they assault”
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of uplifted, perfected mankind who resist Satan’s
seductions show they are God’s earthly people, his
“saints” or “holy ones”. Their taking the field in
support of His rightful sovereignty and in unswerv-
ing opposition to Satan’s final assault causes them
to be compared to an encampment. The “beloved
city” in support of which they muster is the New
Jerusalem. It is the Heavenly Jerusalem, made up
of the members of Christ’s body of footstep followers
now united to their Head, the King of kings. It is
God’s capital organization over all the universe, and
it has controlled the earth for the thousand years.
The assault upon it does not mean that Satan the
Devil invades the high heavens. No: for when the
newly enthroned Christ cast him out of heaven and
down to earth, this made it impossible for Satan and
his angels ever to get back up there again: “neither
was their place found any more in heaven.” (Rev.
12:7,8) Hence the assault against the “beloved city”
really means a rebellious movement against the
principal representatives on earth of the invisible
heavenly kingdom, namely, Christ’s “princes in all
the earth”. What does this disclose? Why, that then
the final test of integrity toward God will touch all
people on earth, even the “princes”. All those desir-
ing to gain the great Judge’s approval and then to
prove worthy of the gift of eternal life in the new
world must then show unbreakable devotion.

** The final assault takes place. Almighty God pro-
tects his devoted people of integrity upon earth, but
Satan the Devil sees the hosts whom he has led
astray destroved: “and fire came down from God out
of heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that
deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brim-
stone, where are also the heast and the false prophet;
and they shall be tormented [Greek: basanidzo] day
and night for ever and ever.” (Rev. 20:9, 10, 4Am.
Stan. Ver.) This means the utter destruetion forever
of Satan the Devil and his demons as well as of the
“peast” and the “false prophet”, for the fiery sul-
phurous lake symbolizes the second death. It corre-
sponds with Gehenna, in which Jesus said God
Almighty is able to “destroy bhoth soul and body™.
(Matt. 10: 28, Am. Stan. Ver., margin) In Bible times
jailers were called “tormentors” (dMatt, 18: 34, Am.
Stan. Ver.) Satan’s being tormented with the “beast”
and “false prophet” in the lake of fire and brimstone

19. How is defeat administered to tlic attacheis?
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forever and ever means the jailers will never release
him from this state of destruction. He suffers the
“second death” at the hands of Christ Jesus. (Heb.
2:14) Thus the final judgment of the wicked angels
takes place, and Christ’s body-members share with
him in that judgment work.—1 Cor. 6: 3.

# Certainly, then, those of mankind who side with
Satan in assaulting the encampment of God’s holy
people on earth and the visible princely representa-
tives of the “beloved city” will not have their names
inscribed in the “book of life”. As to this we read:
“And hell and death were cast into the pool of fire.
This is the second death, the pool of fire. And if any-
one was not found written in the book of life, he was
cast into the pool of fire.” (Rev. 20:14,15, Cath.
Confrat.) Whereas the death state due to Adam’s
sin and “hell” (the earthly abode of those dying in
Adam) are destroyed, vet the second death symbol-
ized by the lake or pool of fire is not destroyed. It
continues for all time as the penalty enforced upon
those who refuse to submit to Jehovah’s kingdom by
Christ Jesus. Of course, any of mankind who prove
willfully unreformable during the millennial reign
can be flung into the second death before the millen-
nium ends and Satan is loosed. But those who then
join him in his wicked final assault, “Gog and
Magog,” will with him be annihilated in the pool of
fire, the second death.

 Since the casting of Satan and his demons out
of heaven after God’s kingdom was born in 1914
(A.D.), as pictured at Revelation 12, all sin and
wickedness in the universe have been confined to our
earth and its vicinity. God never again allows place
for it in the heavens. So, at the end of Christ’s thou-
sand-year reign, when all the wicked, both demonic
and human, are destroyed, it will result in not only
a clean earth but also a clean universe. The new
heavens over the new earth will rule forever, and
God’s will is certain to be done on the paradise earth
for all time, even as it is done up in heaven. God’s
favor through Christ will evermore extend to the
earth, and its inhabitants will be justified to eternal
life. By ever worshiping and faithfully serving Him
as Most High God and Universal Sovereign they
will never have their names expunged from the “book
of life”.

20 Who among men are cast into the lake of fire?
21. What eternal condition will then result on earth as in heaven?

PARENTAL CURBS AGAINST JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

in this twentieth century there is, of course, no
possibility of the birth of a perfect child. Even
fifteen centuries before Christ the righteously disposed Job
said: “Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full

l ’ NDER the present fallen and imperfeet conditions

of trouble. Who ecan bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
not one.” (Job 14:1, 4) The psalmist David expressed it
as true of all descendants of Adam: “I was shapen in
iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.” (Ps.
51:5) Whatever the world may see or not see in this day
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of rising juvenile delinquency, we can urge that those
people desiring and seeking for eternal life in the coming
righteous new world should realize some possibility of
alleviating in some measure the stains and weaknesses which
belong to our fallen race. They should at least see to it that
their children are born with as noble tendencies as they
can possibly bestow upon them under the divine arrange-
ment. Fallen their children will be still, and a Savior they
will still need, and without Christ Jesus they could never
attain either to human perfection or to worthiness of eternal
life in the new world. Nevertheless, we can strive for the
cdification of ourselves and of our children, now.

Strive how he will, the human ecreature is still natural,
“of the earth, earthy,” and henee he can impress upon a
wife, and she upon the embryo of her child, only such
thought effects and sentiments as they themselves possess.
Necessarily these are deficient in respect to the very highest
expressions, the spiritual, the Seriptural. If for any reason
those who are today consecrated to do God’s will enter
matrimonial relations and consider it wise to propagate a
human family, they have a great advantage in this respect
over natural men and women of this world. They have
loftier ideals, grander hopes, nobler aspirations, purer joys.
Realizing the influence of their thoughts and emotions and
strivings upon the embryo child, such parents would be in
position to do for the child very muweh more indeed than
could other parents for their offspring.

The world bas gained a selfish wisdom somewhat along
these lines. For instance, those interested in fine stock,
cattle, horses, sheep, etc., will not only give careful attention
to proper mating, but in addition, especially when trying
to breed fast horses, give careful attention to the mothers
during the period of bearing offspring. Their every need
and comfort are provided for, their stables are clean, bright,
well lighted; and without knowing to a certainty to what
extent the mare may appreciate pictures, her stable walls
display pictures of horses racing. Moreover, while in foal
she is taken where she can see horses in eompetition, racing,
ete, All this is designed to produce in the mother an ambi-
tion, the impression of which reflected upon her embryo
foal will be helpful, advantagcous to speed, and thus
financially and otherwise profitable and pleasing to the
owner,

Human parents have no such finanecial interest in their
offspring. But they have or ought to have a deeper and
unselfish interest. Their hopes and ambitions on behalf
of their children should be to see them well endowed as
respects mental and moral qualities. Many children have
been begotten by honest, God-fearing parents and have been
correspondingly blessed; and this influence, favorzble to
a high human standard, has gone wherever the good news
of God’s kingdom has gone. So, then, when Christians mate
and purpose the bringing forth of offspring according to the
flesh, they should school their minds ard desires so that the
moment of begettal should be not only one of mutual love
and respect, but one of reverence for the Creator and of
appreciation of this God-given power of procreation
bestowed upon them. Every day and hour subseguently the
interests of the child should be conserved in all of life’s
arrangements. It should not be considered a mere incident
of life, but a very important thing involving the coming
child’s eternal destiny.
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The home should, as far as possible, be bright and cheer-
ful, the mind be directed to such channels as would be
advantageous, reading and study of God's Word and printed
explanations of it, and the practical duties of life. There
should be a continual recognition of the Lord God and his
kingdom by Christ in all of life’s affairs, with an endeavor
to follow the paths of justice, love and wisdom from above,
together with loving confidences as between husband and
wife, and kind, merciful and helpful feelings toward all
persons of good-will in the world. With benevolence, justice,
love, associated with all of life’s affairs, the home conditions
would be most favorable. But such a condition could
scarcely be imagined without the fullest concurrence of the
hushband and without his careful provision and oversight.
He should remember that at such a time the expectant
mother is the least able to take the oversight of matters, even
when they are those which properly belong to her own
domain in the family. Also the husband must be the more
careful to lead in conversation in the right manner, more
careful to provide suitable and nourishing mental as well as
material food, and, above all, to stir up his wife’s pure mind
in regard to the Lord God and his glorious purpose through
his kingdom by Christ.

To this suggestion some Christian couples might reply
that they are not so circumstanced in life as to have all the
conveniences and comforts and freedom from household and
other cares at such a critical time. Nevertheless, it is well
to set before one an ideal and strive for it. The Christian
should never forget that in this as in all the other affairs
of life Jehovah God by his spirit and grace makes up to
him for all earthly disadvantages and lacks. Such a Chris-
tian, unfavorably circumstanced to any degree, should seek
the more earnestly in prayer to have his heart filled with
the peace of God that passes all human understanding and
to let that rule within, continually. One result of this peace
in the heart is that, notwithstanding the disorder that may
unavoidably surround the mother, her child would surely
enjoy a larger measure of peace and love than otherwise,
more than children born under other eircumstances would
have. It would have basis for being less nervous and
peevish, more composed and peaceable, more disposed to
righteousness in principle and conduct and less inclined
to delinquency.

Christian homes that are blessed with children should
be ruled by love and not by the literal rod. It is true that
the seripture says: “He that spareth his rod hateth his
son.” (Prov. 13:24) “Foolishness is bound in the heart of
a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far from
him.” (Prov. 22:15) “Withhold not correction from the
child: for if thou beatest him with the rod, he shall not die.
Thou shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt deliver his
soul from hell.” (Prov. 23:13,14) “The rod and reproof
give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother
to shame.” (Prov. 29:15) But the “rod” here means in the
larger sense the power of parental authority; and the parent
should always wield this with wisdom and yet with firmness,
never relaxing his grasp upon this and allowing the child
to grow disrespeetful of it and to flout it with contempt.
The literal rod is to be kept merely as an occasional
necessity for enforcing the rules of love; and when it is
administered it is to be wielded by the hand of love and
never by the hand of uncontrolied anger.
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Governed by the “spirit of a sound mind”, the Christians
gradually learn that order is one of heaven’s outstanding
laws, and hence that it should be one of the marked charae-
teristics of the homes of those consecrated to God. Order
does not, however, mean absolute quiet, else the desert and
the cemeteries would be the only places where order would
rule. Order may mean joy as well as peace, happiness as well
as rest, Christian liberty as well as law, Order means law,
the law of the Liord God governing the head of the family
and his helpmate as well as governing the children, making
the parents examples to the children in all the Christian
virtues. Law, even the “royal law of love”, means rewards
and punishments, and in the family the parents have the
dispensing of these. They realize weaknesses in themselves,
and so, in turn, they need direction from the heavenly
Father that they may glorify him not only in their own
hearts and actions, but also that their homes shall be earthly
examples, foregleams of the homes of the righteous people
of good-will who will inhabit earth in the new world.

CHILD TRAINING

Parental rewards for their child should be in the provision
of such comforts and blessings as circumstances may permit.
Their punishments may be more or less severe aceording to
the willfulness and obstinacy of the child, but never accord-
ing to the standard of unbending justice, never in the
attempt to mete out to the child the full measure of what
its conduet might justly demand. Christian parents are
themselves not under justice, but under divine merey, and
are bound to show merey, not only in their dealings with
those outside the home but specially in their dealings with
their own children, whose imperfections and blemishes are,
doubtless, traceable in greater or less degree to themselves
and their forebears. Love may sometimes punish by the
refusal of a token of affection, like a kiss, as 1t may some-
times reward by the giving of such a sign of affection. Or it
may sometimes for a season banish the unruly child from
the company of the obedient and from the family pleasures
that are usually provided. Love may sometimes even exer-
cise the rod of parental authority and discipline to the
extent of denying a regular meal or giving simply the
necessities for thirst and hunger and withholding some of
the additional luxuries and comforts. Or it may sometimes
brandish the literal rod of chastisement to insist on obedi-
ence and thus preserve the order and blessings of the home,
not alone in behalf of the obedient children, but also for the
chastised one, whom it hopes thus to bless and correect.

Christian parents should exercise self-control and not use
angry and harsh words to their children, to be caught up
by their children and by them repeated, say, to a doll, or
to brothers and sisters or other children. Parents know that
language of that kind is improper to anyone under ecir-
cumstaneces of provoeation. On the contrary, the *‘speech
should be with graece”, with love, with kindness, even when
reproving. Nor is it necessary to suggest to parents the
improperness of a hasty blow, which might do injury to
the child not merely physically, perhaps permanently
injuring its hearing or mental processes, but also wounding
its affection, developing in it a fear of the parent instead
of love, such love being considered the only proper ground-
work on which the obedience and order of the home are
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built. Besides, the hasty blow or cutting remark would be
wrong and would indicate a wrong condition of mind on
the part of the parent, a condition unfavorable to a proper.
just decision upon matters along the lines of love, merey
and righteousness.

The parent owes it to himself as a part of his own disei-
pline, as well as to his child, that he will never inflict a
punishment which he has not sufficiently considered and
coolly and dispassionately considered to be not more, but
less, than justice might properly demand. He owes it to
himself as rearer and caretaker of the child that the child
shall fully understand the situation, namely, the necessity
for the preservation of order and decency in the home that
the happiness of the home may continue to the blessing of
all its inmates; that the child may understand thoroughly
also that the parent has no anger toward it, no malice, no
hatred, nothing but sympathy, love, and a desire to do
it good.

Parents not consecrated to God to do his will may attempt
such wise, profitable control over their children, but they
lack an important help that Christian parents have for
exercising it. Sinee they have not submitted themselves
fully and unreservedly to the heavenly Father and his
Word and control, they cannot point as consecrated persons
can to the divine law and their accountability to it, and
their vows and endeavors to be obedient to it for the vindi-
cation of God’s name. Hence consecrated parents have, if
they will only use it, an immense advantage in dealing with
their offspring. They should read to the children, from
God’s Word, the divine sanctioning of parental authority,
and the divine requirement that a parent shall train up a
child in the way it should go, that it may remember its
Creator in the days of its youth. We are all fallen and
unable to come up to the divine mark of perfection, and
so all these means and corrections are necessary as helps
to the counteracting of evil tendencies under which we have
been born. It is a great mistake to suppose that child minds
do not appreciate these principles, do not differentiate
right and wrong, and do not discern the appropriateness
of just penalties for wrongdoing as well as of rewards fo:
well-doing.

Parents may forget to look backward and to note at how
early an age they themselves learned to appreciate prin-
ciples of righteousness, to belittle the parental care which
negtectfully failed to reprove, to correct, and even to
chastise as seemed necessary. We adults can reecall, also,
how keen was our own sense of justice when we were chil-
dren; how we mentally approved parental diseipline when
we understood its motive to be for the guidance of us
aright and for the prevention of juvenile delinqueney, but
how we resented it if we did not see a principle of justice,
if we were reproved or otherwise punished for things of
which we were not guilty or if we were punished beyond
a reasonable chastisement comporting with the offense. Not
only is it the best and surest way of controlling a child thus
to direct its mind along the lines of right and wrong, truth
and falsehood, justice and injustice, merey and pitilessness.
but this constitutes also a training of the child in right
conduct, when it is most susceptible to parental influence
It is a molding of the child’s mird and course of conduct
at a time when the conscience and judgment of the child
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are in their formative condition, and when it properly
recognizes the parents as its law-giver who represents the
supreme and only Law-giver, Jehovah God. If this work
of teaching the Scriptures and training in righteousness
be ignored in the child’s infaney, the work is many times
more difficult in future years, besides the disadvantages
that will acerue both to the parents and to the child and to
the neighbors and friends in the interim. Many of the heart-

Brooxvyxw, N.Y.

aches and tears of well-intentioned parents over the way-
wardness, willfulness, selfishness and delinquency of their
children might have been spared them had they done their
duty by those children in infancy or early childhood. The
wise parents will therefore endeavor to apply curbs and
brakes to such child tendencies as early as possible, seeking
the child’s as well as their own eternal salvation in the
righteous new world now so near.

JOSIAH'S PENITENCE AND HUMILITY AVERT DISASTER

ened when he sees and hears his mother Jedidah mourn

aloud one day (661 B.C.). When she stops long enough
for him to dare go near her and ask her what she is doing,
she tells him that she is erying because his grandfather,
King Manasseh of Judah, has died. Jedidah explains to him
that now his father Amon is to be king of Judah. Little
Josiah is too young to understand the full import of his
mother’s words, but her crying makes him sad—2 Ki.
21:18; 2 Chron. 33:20; 1 Chron. 3: 14; Matt. 1: 10.

Two years later (659 B.C.) Josiah’s father Amon is
murdered by his servants. Then “the people of the land
slew all them that had conspired against king Amon; and
the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his
stead”.—2 Ki. 21: 24; 2 Chron. 33: 25.

During the two years of his father Amon’s reign Josiah
had become accustomed to the smell of incense that per-
meated the Jerusalem air because of the altars on nearly
every housetop. Now from his own roof he could see the
people prostrating themselves on their roofs to the host of
the heavens. Whenever Josiah walked about Jerusalem he
saw pagan black-robed chemarim priests parading. He often

l ITTLE five-year-old Prince Josiah of Judah is fright-

heard the citizens swear by the false god Mileom, even some.

who prostrated themselves before Jehovah.—Zeph. 1:1, 5.

As the years went by, little King Josiah was able to under-
stand better and better what the prophet Zephaniah was
proelaiming. When Josiah got to be fifteen years old, in the
eighth vear of his reign (652 B.C.), he decided that 1t was
time to heed Jehovah’s message proclaimed by His prophet
Zephaniah. Then he started to actively seek Jehovah, the
God of his ancestor David. IIe realized his father Amon
had acted wickedly in indulging in the worship of false
gods.—2 Chron. 33: 22,

Four years later (648 B.C.) Josiah begins “to purge
Judah and Jerusalem of the shrines, the sacred poles, the
carved idols, and the metal gods”. Then he himself picks
up and shatters the liftle elay incense altars on the altars
of Baal. He destroys the asherahs, or sacred poles, the
carved idols and the metal gods and grinds them to dust,
and scatters the dust on the graves of those who have saeri-
ficed to them. Then he takes the bones of the priests of the
false gods and burns them on the altars of Baal. After that
he has the altars to the Baals demolished in his own presence.
When he has thus cleansed Jerusalem, he goes through
Judah and purges it in the same manner. Then with his
companions equipped with axes he goes north into Israel,
passing through the tribal territory of Manasseh, Ephraim,
and even Naphtali, and south through Simeon, and purges
all Israel of false worship as he did Jerusalem and Judah.

He even searched their houses round about.—2 Chron.
34: 3.7, Moffatt, An Amer, Trans., Am. Stan. Ver.

While Josiah is carrying on that purging work he is very
thankful to Jehovah that He has appointed as His prophet
the young son of a priest. Though that young prophet, Jere-
miah, is just entering his teens, he has come ta Jerusalem
alone (647 B.C.) and very forcefully declared Jehovah’s
message against false worship. Josiah remembers that he
was about the same age when he began to seek Jehovah.
In spite of his bold purging and Jeremiah’s fearless preach-
ing, Josiah is shocked to see with what ease and readi-
ness the people relapse into false worship.—Jer.1: 1, 2, 4-10.

Now in the eighteenth year of his reign (642 B.C.), in
order to further purge the land and the temple, Josiah sent
secretary Shaphan, and Maaseiah, the governor of the city,
and recorder Joah, to repair the house of Jehovah his God.
He said to secretary Shaphan: “Tell Hilkiah the high priest
to pour out the silver brought into the temple of Jehovah,
which the keepers of the entrance-hall have gathered from
the people, and have it handed over to the workmen who
have oversight of the temple of Jehovah to repair the
temmple’—2 Chron. 34:8; 2 Ki. 22:3.6, Moffatt, Roth.,
An Amer. Trans.

From early morning Josiah could hear from his palace
the sweet music of the Levites to which the repairers of the
temple worked. He gave thanks to Jehovah that at last they
were undoing the damage some of his wicked ancestors had
done to His house. One morning as he was thus praying,
secretary Shaphan came in to report. Josiali noticed he
was carrying a roll in his arms. Shaphan said: “All that
was committed to thy servants, they are doing.” Shaphan
paused, and then added that Hilkiah the priest had given
him the book of the law of Jehovah by the hand of Moses,
which Hilkiah had found as he was pouring out the money.
—2 Chron. 34:12-14, 16-18, Am. Stan. Ver.

King Josiah was anxious to hear every word of the book.
As Shaphan read it to him, in his mind Josiah tried to see
how each precept and command applied to him and to all
the rest of the Israelites, e was especially deeply impressed
by the emphasis given in it to the true worship of Jehovah
and the plagues and exile that would come 1f the people
engaged in the worship of false gods. Realizing that not all
the commands of Jehovah had been carried out, Josiah
tore his clothes and commanded priest Hilkiah, secretary
Shaphan and other officials, saying: “Go ye, inquire of Jeho-
vah for me, and for the people, and for all Judakh, concern-
ing the words of this book that is found; for great 1s the
wrath of Jehovah that is kindled against us, because our
fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to
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do according unto all that which is written concerning us.”
(2 Ki. 22:10-13, Am. Stan. Ver.) While he waited for his
messengers to return, Josiah wept and prayed to Jehovah.

Josiah’s messengers returned and reported that they had
gone to Huldah the prophetess and that she had said to
them: “Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel: Tell ye the
man that sent you unto me, Thus saith Jehovah, Behold,
I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants
thereof, even all the words of the book which the king of
Judah hath read. Because they have forsaken me, and have
burned incense unto other gods, that they might provoke
me to anger with all the work of their hands, therefore
my wrath shall be kindled against this place, and it shall
not be quenched. But unto the king of Judah, who sent you
to inquire of Jehovah, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith
Jehovah, the God of Israel: As touching the words which
thou hast heard, because thy heart was tender [penitent,
Moffatt], and thou didst humble thyself before Jehovah,
when thou heardest what I spake against this place,
and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should be-
come a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes,
and wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith Jehovah.
Therefore, behold, T will gather thee to thy fathers, and
thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall
thine eyes see all the evil which T will bring upon this
place.”—2 Ki, 22: 14-20, .Am. Stan. Ver.

King Josiah then gathered all the people together at the
temple of Jehovah and there Le read to them all the book
of the covenant which had been found in Jehovah’s temple.
After he finished reading the bock to them, he made a cove-
nant before Jehovah, “to walk after Jehovah, and to keep
his commandments, and his testimonies, and his statutes,
with all his heart, and all his soul, to perform the words
of this covenant that were written in this book.,”—2 Ki.
23:1.3, .Im. Stan. Ver., margin.

“Then the king commanded Hilkiah, the high priest, and
the second priest and the keepers of the threshold to bring
out of the temple of the Lorp all the vessels that were made
for the Baal and the Asherah and for all the host of the
heavens; and he burned them outside Jerusalem in the lime-
kilns by the Kidron, and carried their ashes to Bethel,”
where were the shrine and the altar erected by King
Jeroboam I for Israel's false worship. (2 Ki. 23:4, An
Amer. Trans.) While he was there, Josiah noticed “the
sepulchres that were there in the mount; and he sent, and
took the bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon
the altar, and defiled it, according to the word of Jehovah
which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed,these
things. Then he said, What monument is that which I see?
And the men of the eity told him, It is the sepulehre of
the man of God, who came from Judah, and proclaimed
these things that thou hast done against the altar of Beth-el.
And he said, Let him be; let no man move his bones. So
they let his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that
came out of Samaria’’ Then he destroyed the altar and
the shrine and the Asherah at Bethel.—2 Ki. 23:15-18,
Am,. Stan. Ver.

Thereupon he went northward through Samaria and slew
the priests of the shrines on their altars and burned men’s
bones on them and destroyved the asherahs and altars and
shrines. Then he went thronghout Judah destroying the
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shrines and defiling them and putting down the pagan
priests and taking out of all the cities of Judah the Aaronic
priests who had burned incense at the shrines, Then he
returned to Jerusalem and destroyed and desecrated all
the shrines and paraphernalia of false worship in and about
the city.—2 Kj. 23:5-20.

Then the king commanded all the people, saying, “Keep
the passover unto Jehovah your God, as it is written in this
book of the covenant.” (2 Ki. 23:21, Am. Stan. Ver.)
Josiah rejoiced when he saw how well the people responded;
that particular passover celebration excelled any previous
one ever held in Jerusalem. As long as he lived Josiah
never tired of thanking Jehovah for the faet that from
then on the people “departed not from following Jehovah”.
—2 Chron. 34: 33, Am. Stan. Ver.

The year that his grandson Jehoiachin was born
(636 B.C.), Josiah heard that Nabopolassar, a Chaldean
officer who had rebelled against Assyria nine years before
(645 B.C.) and had Babylonia under his contrcl, was
invading Assyrian territory up the Euphrates river. Then
news reached Josiah that Psammetichus Pharaoh of Egypt
had taken his army north to engage the Chaldean in battle.
Josiah wondered what the outcome would be, but he learned
later that nothing happened because, when Psammetichus
arrived at the farthest point reached by Nabopolassar on
the Euphrates, the Chaldean had already returned to Baby-
lon. Twelve years later (632 B.C.) Josiah learned that
Nineveh, capital of Assyria, had been taken by Cyaxares,
king of Media, and Nabopolassar, king of Babylon, just as
Jehovah had foretold through Nahum and Zephaniah, and
that Ashur-Uballit had made himself king of Assyria with
his capital at Haran, where Abraham had once lived, east
of the Euphrates. Two years later (630 B.C.) Josiah learned
that King Cyaxares had taken Haran, that Babylon had
extended its domain to the westernmost bend of the Eu-
phrates and that King Ashur-Uballit had fled westward
across the Euphrates. That same year news came from the
south that Pharach Necho had suceceeded Psammetichus in
Egypt.

Shortly thereafter (628 B.C.), when Josiak learned that
Pharaoh Necho was going north to fight with the Assyrian
king at the city of Carchemish on the western bend of
the Euphrates river, he “went out to intercept him. But he
sent messengers to him, saying, “What have we to do with
each other, king of Judah? I come not against you this day,
but to fight with another house, and God has said to me
to make haste; cease then to provoke God who is with me,
that he do not destroy you.” Nevertheless Josiah refused to
turn away his faece from him, but presumed to wage war
with him and would not listen to the words of Necho from
the mouth of God. So he went to fight in the valley of
Megiddo. Then the archers shot at King Josizh, and the
king said to his servants, “Take me away, for I am badly
wounded.” So his servants took him out of the chariot and
made him ride in the second chariot that he had and brought
him to Jerusalem, where he died, and he was buried in the
sepulchers of his fathers.”—2 Chron. 35:20-24, An Amer.
Trans.

Josiah’s penitent and humble heart’s receiving Jehovah’s
favor illustrates the fact that God shows favor to the
humble.—Prov. 3: 34; Jas. 4: 6.



FIELD EXPERIENCES

GOYD’'S TRUTH MAKES A WONDERFUL CHANGE

A person of good-will in the state of Massachusetts
experiences a “wonderful change in his life” as a result
of reading and understanding the Bible belp “Let God Be
True”. He writes a letter saying:

“One of your preachers called one day to see me, which
call has made a wonderful change in my life. He left me
a boek called ‘Let God Be True’, which I think is the most
revealing literature and most truthful I have ever seen.
... As soon as possible I would like to send a few dollars
now and then, that it may bring this book of truth into the
hands of a few more people who will read and understand
it as I have. I thank yrour organization and all its good
people for what they are doing for me. God bless you all,
and may all good things come to those who find the truth
and believe.”

SHOWING LOVE HALF AROUND THE GLOBE

One of the Lord’s “other sheep” in New Zealand who
learned of His kingdom showed her love for her family
half around the globe by transmitting to them the valuable
information she had received from God’s Word. She says:

“T started writing ahout the Kingdom to my people back
in my native land of Scotland a few months after Jehovah’s
witnesses here in ITuntly began studying with us. My hus-
band and I learned very quickly from them about the new
world, and it was not long hefore we gave it out to all
we met. At first I felt shy of writing to my folks about it,
but I knew I would be showing my love to them most by
doing so. I then got busy, and the first letter consisted of
twelve pages with all evidence and seriptures guoted to
look up. Before this, T had heard from my sisters that my
mother was now regularly attending the Presbyterian
chureh since my father passed away. Evidently she had been
seeking comfort and spiritual guidance and, when she heard
and read of how much knowledge and spiritual food we
were receiving from Jehovah’s witnesses, she said that we
had found something she had been searching for all her life.
This gave me great encouragement to carry on with writing
the gmood-will letters, as, having been parted from my
mother for a number of vears and my life now having been
renewed, I was determined that she should also receive
the same happiness too. So every Sunday afternoon after
the Watchtower study I wrote down all I had learned from
the Watchtower magazine. Of course, this made a large
letter every time, but it was well worth the effort, because it
was received with much joy from a ‘sheep’ who was search-
ing. All that she learned from my letters was a great com-
fort, she said. On Sunday afterngons when all the relatives
gathered in the home, she would read my letters out to
them. It was met with opposition: they said they did not
believe it: they would sooner believe what the minister in
the church said. Then my mother would read out the serip-
tures to them from God’s Word, but they still took no heed;
so, gradually they left off coming to the home. Naturally
my mother was hurt, and she told me she must have

offended them. I wrote and told her not to be downhearted,
and 1 asked her if she would like to meet true and real
friends in Jehovah’s serviee, if she would like one of them
to call at her home and have a Bible study. I then received
an answer back via air mail to say that Jehovah’s witnesses
would be welecome, and that after reading my letters she
was so interested she would love to learn more. So our
company servant got in fouch with the Branch office in
London, who wrote to the nearest company of Jehovah’s
witnesses to my home town in Seotland. So, instead of
having relatives on Sunday, there was now a home Bible
study with six in attendance, my mother and five of my
sisters, and in time they were attending the Watchiower
studies and service meetings, and then took part in the
door-to-door work in the company of other witnesses. T
was thrilled and happy about this, and I corresponded with
them all, and all my mother’s letters were full of thanks
of the wonderful day that Jehovah brought the truth inte
their lives, and, although she is getting on in years and
her health is giving out, His spirit keeps her climbing those
stairs in the tenement buildings to tell the folks what Jeho-
vah has in store for them if they too will be humble and
come as little children. My mother and sisters attended
the London convention. They are all hoping to make
pioneering their life career.”

GENERAL BENEFITS OF THE FIGHT
FOR FREEDOM BY JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES

The following is an experience arising out of a case at
Port Arthur, Ontario, wherein one of Jehovah’s witnesses
was charged with illegal distribution of handbills. At the
same time two union seamen were arrested for distributing
their own circulars and their case was brought to trial
on the same date.

“It was necessary that the witness of Jehovah appear.
even though the case was to be dismissed, and we were quite
surprised when the two seamen were called to the stand
prior to him. Then the witness was called. When the magis-
trate read the charge, the police chief rose and said he had
some information to read, but, before he began, he pointed
out that there were two organizations represented re dis-
tribution of handbills. This was helpful, because the two
seamen looked as though they had lived and slept in their
clothes for weeks, while the witness was eclean, stood
upright and presented an entirely different appearance.
The chief then proceeded to read the information regarding
the case of Rex v. Mustin, etc. He then withdrew all charges,
and the case was dismissed.

“The seamen told us afterward that they had expected
to be jailed or fined. They were without counsel. They were
indeed happy to have their case dismissed. It was made
clear to them that the Watch Tower by its fight for freedom
was protecting the rights of all eitizens. We have been out
with handbills on the streets sinee then, and they go like
hot cakes. People are actually asking for them.”

In the fear of Jehovah i3 strong confidence; and his children
shall have a place of refuge. The fear of Jehovah is a fountamn
of life, that one may depart from the snares of death.
—Proverbs 143:226, 27, A.8.V.



