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“And all thy children shall be taught of Jchovah; and
great shall be the peace of thy children.” < fsaiah 54: 13,

THE SCRIPTURES CLEARLY TEMNCH

THAT JEHOVAH is tho only true God, is frim everlasting
to cverlasting, the Malker of heaven and earth =nd the Giver
of Lifo to his creatures; that the Logos was the beginning of
bis creation and Lis active agent in the cr.ution of all
things; thut the Logos is now the Lord Jesus C:rist in glory,
clothed with all power in heaven and etrth, zud the Chicf
Exccutive Officer of Jehovah,

THAT GOD created the carth for muan, ereated perfect
man for the earth and placed him upon it; thot man wilfully
disobeyed God's Juw and was sentenced to d-zth; that by
renson of Adam’s wrong act all men are horu sinners and
without the right to lite.

THAT JESUS was made human, and the man Jesus suf-
fered death in order to produce the ransom wr redemptive
price for all mankind; that God raised up Jes:s divine and
exalted him to heaven ubove every ereature ard above every
namo and clothed him with all power and authority,

THAT JEHOVAH'S ORGANIZATION is called Zion, and
that Christ Jesus i3 the Chief Obicer thereof and is the
rightful Xing of tho world; thuat the anointed and faithful
followers of Christ Jesus are children of Zion, members of
Jehovah’s organization, and aro his witnesses whosoe duty and
{\rivik'go it is to testify to the supremacy of Jehovah, declare
1ig purposces toward mankind as expressed in the Bible, and
to DLear tho fruits of the kingdom before all who will hear,

THAT THE WORLD has ended, and the Lord Jesus Christ
hrs been pluced by Jehovah upon his throne of authority,
has onsted Satan from heaven and is proceeding to the
establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.

THAT THE RELIET and blessings of the peoples of earth
can come only by and thiough Jehovalh’s kingdom under
Christ which has now begunj; that the Lord’s next gieat
nct is the destiuction of Satan’s organization and the estab-
lishment of rightcousness in the earth, wnd that under the
kingdom all those who will obey ats righteous laws shall live
on carth iorever.

ITS MISSION

HIS journal is published for the purpose of enabline
T the people to know Jehovuh God and lus purposes as

expressed in the Bible. It publishes ible instruction
specifically designed to a1l Jehovah’s witnesses. It arranges
systematic Bible study for its readers and supplies other hiter-
atwe to aid in such studies, It publishes suitable material
for 1adio broadeasting and for other means of public instruc-
tion in the Scriptures.

It adheres strictly to the Bilile as authority for its utter-
ances, It is entirely free and scparate from all parties, scets
or other worldly organizations. It i{s wholly and without
reservation for the kingdom of Jehovah God under Chrisl
his Beloved King, It is not dogmatie, but invites careful
and critical examination of its contents in the lLight of th,
Scriptures. It does not indulgje in controversy, and its cul-
umns are not open to personalitics,

YEARLY SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

UniteEp Statns, $1.00; Caxapsa Axp MriscerraNeous TFonuics,
$1.50; Gonnar DBRITAIN, AUSTRALASIA, AND SOUTIL ArRICY, 7 .

American remittances should be mude by Express or I’ostal Monev
Order, or by Bank Draft, Canadian, Britich, South African anl
Australasian remittances should bo made direct to tho respectia
branch ofiices. Remittanees fromn countrieg other than thosn men-
tioned may be made to the Brooklyn office, hut by Intcrnational
Postal Money Order only.

ForEIGN OFFICES

British « .4 .+ ...« . 34 Craven Tcrrace, Tondon, W, 2, I'ngland

Canadian , .. ... .40 Irwin Aveoue, Toronto, Ontario, Canaly

Australasian , . T Deresford Road, Strathhield, N, 8, W., Austr.lia

South African Boston Ifou-e, Cape Town, Houth Afijca
I'leaso address the Soclely In every case.

(Translations of this journal appcar in geveral languages.)

All sincere students of the Dible who by reason of Inflrmlity,
poverty or adversity are unable to pay the subscripfion pro2
may have I'he Watchiower freo upon written application to tae
publishiers, mada onee each year, slating the reason for fo 1.-
questing it. We are glad to thus ald the ncedy, but tho writtc
application once each year js required by the po-tal regulation -,

Xotice to Subscribers: Acknowledzmoent of a new or a renewal suh-
seription will be sent only when requestod. Chance of addre
when requested, may bo expected to appear on address Inbel witht
ong month., A renewal blank (carrving notice of e'piration) w;l
be sent with the journal one month before the subscniption expiie

Entered as Second Class Mall Mailer at Brooklyn, N. Y., Postofice,
Act of BMarch 8, 1879,

HIS STRANGE WORK

Testimony Period for Apnl, ¢“ITlis Strange Work,”’ which
dates from the 4th to the 12th day inclusive, will be another
season of extraordinary blessing to the pubhisheis of the king-
dom. Jt will be duning this period that @1l desirous of singing
forth the name of Jehovah will eall upon the people with the
book Irches. The Lord’s publishers will have carefully read
the autographed edition by April 4 and will be fully prepared
and anxious to place this wonderful message m the hands of
the people un a contribution of 23e, Tiis book is being pub-
lished in many languages. The importance of it canmot be
overstiessed, as you ean appreciate only after you read the
book carefully.

The directors should be planning wow for this eampaign.
Individvals not associated with the eompanics should wrnte the
branch office in the country m which they live or the head
office at 117 Adams St., Brooklyn, N. Y., cxpressing their de-
site to participate in the witness. The Watchfower has heieto-
fore stated that the Society would soon publish a book espe-
cially for the benefit of the ‘‘great multitude’’. Ilere it 1s!
Get it into the hands of the pcople, therehy informing them
of Jehovah’s ¢‘strange work’’,

PUBLIC LECTURLES BY TRANSCRIPTION

Jehovuh’s Llessing has been markedly upon the use of the
portable transeniption mechiue. He Las plainly mamfesicd

that this machine meets the need of the hour, when the enciny,
under Gog, i3 sccking to curtiul the use of the radio by Gol's
anointed and wlen tho people are cager to heur, not man's
message, but God’s. The tinnseription machine has e sed
the power of Jehovuh’s witnesses afield to preach Ihs teuth
manyfold, so that the desire for the literature 13 stimultited
und study eclagses of many inteiested hearers nie being forned,
Besides more than 700 such maehines m tho Unsted Stuted
alone, greut numbers are now being eftectively used in coone
tries near and afar. For more information, wiite the Soeicty,

PHONOGRAPHS

Jehovah God has duly provided another effeetive mstrument
for the kingdom proclamation, to wit, & portable phoneriaph
cquipped with clectiieally tiunseribed records of 4l-unniie
speechies by Brother Rutherford on vital Bible topres. Ropoits
to date fiom pioncers and othus already equipped wath nnd
using thus phonograph attest the success and puieney of (s
method of intioductng and driving home the Lond’s message.,
The machine 18 manufuctuied by the Society at its Brookivu
factory, and is speerally designed for ats work, and is the Lo ¢
available for the puipose. Strong, compact, with a puweit il
spring-wound motor, and cairymg spaee for several dises, 1t
weighs 21 pounds with six dises beariug twelse recordmos To
cover the Luie cost the phonugraph, with 18 recordimos, va v
be had for £1995. All orders therefor, 1emittance accoapuay-
ing, should bLe sent to the Biooklyu office of the Soetety.
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“THE LORD’S DAY”

PART 1

“For you yourselves know accurately, that the Lord’s day is coming likc a thief at night.”’—1 Thess. 5: 2,
Diaglott.

EIIOVAIL’S day or ‘‘the Lord’s day’’ is not Sun-
J day or any other twenty-four-hour day as the
clergy have tried to tcach the people. It is that
period of time heginning when Jehovah sent forth bis
Son as King of the world and to oust Satan and tlo
rule all creation, Jehovah’s day began in the autumn
scason of A.D, 1914 and econtinues thereafter. The
beginning of that period of time is also designated
by these words, to wit: ““We give thanks to thee, O
Lord Giod, the Omnipotent, thou who art and thou who
wastl; hecause thou hast taken thy great power, and
reigned.”” (Rev. 11:17, Diaglott) It is the same pe-
riod of time designated by the words of the prophet,
to wil: ‘“The Logp shall send the rod of thy strength
out of Zion; rule thou in the midst of thine enemics.
Thy pcople shall be willing in the day of thy power,
in the heauties of holiness {rom the womb of the morn-
ing: thou hast the dew of thy youth,”’—1I’s. 110: 2, 3.
2 The “‘day of the Lord"” marks the beginning of
sorrows upon Satan’s organization, hecause it is then
that Jehovah by the hand of CllI‘lSt Jesus interrupts
Satan’s long reign of wickedness, Within that period
of time there must be a areat witness to the name of
the Lord (lod, and this must be given throughout the
carth, as designated by the prophet Isaiah, to wit: ““In
that day shall there be an altar to the Lord in the
midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the border
thercof to the Lord. And it shall be for a sign and
for a witness unto the Lord of hosts in the land of
Egypt [the world] ; for they shall ery unto the Lord
beeause of the oppressors, and he shall send themn a
saviour, and a great one, and he shall deliver them.”’
—Isa. 19:19, 20.

8 In that time God will take account with all the
nations beeause they serve Satan, and to them he says:
‘““How) ye; for the day of the Lord is at hand ; it shall
come as a destruetion from the Almighty. Behold, the
day of the Lord cometh, eruel both with wrath and
fieree anger, to lay the land desolate; and he shall
destroy the smncxs thercof out of it. Therefore I will
shake the heavens, and the carth shall remove out of
her place, in the wrath of the Lord of hosts, and in
the day of his fierce anger.”’—Isa. 13:6, 9, 13.

83

¢ While Satan’s organization will be in great sorrow
the remnant of (Jod’s organization on the carth will
sing: “‘In that day shall this song be sung in the land
of Juduh: We have a strong city; salvation will God
appoint for walls and bulwarks. Open ye the gates,
that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may
enler in.”’ (Isa. 26:1,2) “‘In that day shall the Lovd
of hosts be for a erown of glory, and for a diadem of
beauty, unto the residue of his people, and for a
spirit of judgment to him that sitteth in judmsment, and
for strenath 1o them that turn the battle to the eate.”
—Isa. 28: 5, 6.

5 While they sing this song multitudes of people will
turn away from Satan’s orgamization and scek the
Lord. ““ And in that day shall the deaf hear the words
of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out
of obscurity, and out of darkness, The meek also shall
increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor among
men shall rejoiee in the IHoly One of Isracl.”” (Isa.
29:18,19) The day of Jehoval is a great day, a day
of wondrous things, and blessed is the man who is
wholly on the side of Jchovah in that day.

“TIIE DAY OF THI LORD”

¢ There is a distinction in the meaning of ‘“Jeho-
val’s day”’ and ‘“the day of the Lord’’ as the latter
term is used in 1 Thessalonians 5: 2. Jchovah’s day
began when he sent forth his Son to rule in the midst
of his encmics. At that time Christ Jesus, the pre-
cious Stone, had not been laid in completeness in Zion,
but such laying in Zion in completeness took place in
1918, when the Lord Jesus Christ eame to the temple
for judgment. (Isa. 28:16) The laying of that pie-
cious Stone marked the heginning of “‘the day’’ con-
cerning which the apostle wrote in First Thes<alonicns
five. The fact that the apostle says to his brethren,
‘For you yourselves know accurately, That the day
of the Lord comcth as a thief,” is an ciphatic state-
ment showing that it is the time when the faithful
remnant would eome to an accurate knowledac of the
truth. (1 Tim. 2:4) It is the time, says the scripture,
when ““ye need not that any man teach you’’. (1 John
2:27) 1t is the time when Jehovah and the Lord Jesus
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Christ do the teaching of the {aithful. (Isa. 30:20)
It is “*the day when God shall judge the secrcts of men
by Jesus Christ’’, (Rom, 2: 16) It is therefore the time
when Christ Jesus, the great Judge, comes to the tem-
ple for judgment. Undoubtedly the following texts
refer to the same time, that is to say, when the Lovd
Jesus appears at the temple and begins his judgment,
to wit: “* Waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ : who shall also confirm you unto the end, that
ve may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”” (1 Cor. 1:7,8) That condition of blamecless-
ness could not come until the Lord Jesus Christ is at
the temple and gathers the approved ones unto him-
self and covers them with the robe of righteousness.
—Isa. 61:10.

T ““Being eonfident of this very thing, that he which
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ.”” (Phil. 1:6) “Now we be-
seeeh you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, that
ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither
by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as
that the day of Christ is at hand.” (2 Thess. 2:1,2)
That particular day hegan in A.D, 1918, and judgment
began at the house of God. (1 Pet. 4:17) IFFrom that
time on judement is laid to the line, and 1igh{cousness
to the plummet, with respeet to things carthly, incelud-
ing the Devil’s visible organization.—Tsa, 28:17.

8 It was Jchovah who enthroned Christ Jesus in 1914
and scnt Lim forth to rule, (Pss, 2:6; 110: 1, 2) That
marked the beginning of “* the day of Jehovah’’., With-
in that day, and three and one-half years after its
beginning, ““the day of the Lord Jesus Christ”’ began
when he opens his court {or judgment. It is the day
of Jchovah throughout the entire period, because
Christ Jesus is carrying cut Jchovah's purpose, but
“tlie day of the Lord™ (Christ) about whieh the
apostle writes refers 1o the time when Christ Jesus
begins his work of things pertaining to the judgment
of the carth. The pictare in The Revelation shows
these faets: That in 1314 Jehovah’s woman (organi-
zation) being with child (that is, with the kingdom)
and ready to be delivered, the Devil stood by ready
to devour the “‘man child’’ (the new-born kingdom)
and, when bhorn, the Devil undoubtedly attemnted to
destroy that new-born child. A war was then fought
in heaven, resulting in the defeat of Satan and cast-
ing of him down to the earth. Judgment had not yet
begun, but after that Christ Jesus eame to the temple
of God for judgment, and that marks the beginning
of ““the day of the Lord’’. 1t is econcerning this latter
period, ““the day of the Lord,”” that the apostie writes
in 1 Thessalonians 5: 2. It is well to keep in mind the
distinetion, when giving consideration to the words of
the apostle. To be e¢nabled always to readily have in
mind the elear distinetion, hereinafter in this article
the period heginning in 1914 will be designated ““Je-
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hovah’s day’’, and the period bheginning in 1918 will
be designated “‘Christ’s day”’.

COMFORT

® One of the purposes of the apostle in writing to
his brethren was to comfort them and to tell them how
they might eomfort one another. In 1 Thessalonians 4
he speaks in detail about the descending of the Lord
Jesus from heaven and the raising of those who had
died in Christ and then of the gathering unto the Loid
of those that remain alive and that prove faithful,
and that these would be for ever with the Lord. Tle
was giving his brethren the information for their com-
fort by assuring them that those who had died in faith
God would bring to lifec at the coming of the Lonl
Jesus Christ. Nor were they to be comforted only with
that heart-chicering information, but also with (he
succeeding words set out in the fifth ehapter of First
Thessalonians concerning ““the times and the seasons’’;
and this is shown by the use of the words in verse
eleven: ““Wherefore comfort yourselves tozether, and
¢dify one another, even as also ye do.”’ The latter part
of 1 Thessalonians ehapter four, and the fivst pavt of
chapter five, both give comfort by calling attention to
the things that would come to pass when the day of the
Lord Jesus Christ should come. Not only wa« the com-
ing of Jesus Christ and the bringing to life of the
dead a great comfort, but it was needful for the mn-
spired apostle 1o so inform his brethren, that they
might have assurance. Not so, however, with recard
to ““the times and the seasons’’. The apostie concludes
with the words of comfort in chapter four, und then
immediately says ‘““But’’. This conjunection conneets
what follows with the immediately preeeding context,
It was not filling or necessary to go into detail con-
cerning the times and scasons.

TIMES

10 Says the text: “‘Of the times and the seasons [eon-
cerning the times aud the seasons (B.V.)].”7 The use
of the definite article ““the’’ removes the diseussion
from a mere consideration of genceral chronological
times to certain speetfic ‘‘times’’, namdly, to tho-e
things that should lead up to and follow the events just
previously deseribed by the apostle. The apostie was not
there encouraging the study of chronology, eoncerning
which many persons have wasted valuable hours that
might have been employed profitably. No one can fix
dates and teli what is coming to pass on a day certain.
The ‘‘signs’’ to which the lord calls attention are
far more determinative than the dates the fixing of
which, with man, is a mere guess. Paul here evidentiy
refers to the same as Jude: “DBut, beloved, 1emember
ye the words which were spoken before of the aposties
of our Lord Jesus Christ ; how that they told yvou there
should be mockers in the last thine, who should walk
after their own ungodly lusts,”’—Jude 17, 18.

1 All the ““times”” mentioned by Jehovall are m-
definite periods of time so far as human creatures are
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concerned, When the thing eomes to pass as prophe-
sied, then we know that the things foretold are here
in fulfillment of prophecy. The apparently indefinite
time period during which the mystery of God con-
tinues to be unexplainable was appointed to end “‘in
the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he
shall begin to sound’’.—TRev. 10:6, 7.

12 The apostle mentions not only “‘times’’, but
‘‘seasons’’. The Ureck word chronos denotes the length
or space of time; and the Greck kairos (the plural of
which is here translated ‘‘scasons’’) means, ‘‘due or
proper time, and opportunity,’’ that is, ‘‘a certain
fixed time or scason.’”’ These ‘‘scasons’’ have their
sions, that is to say, ‘“the siens of the times.”” (Matt.
16:3) When that time arrives, then Christians may
judge some things; as it is written: ‘‘Judze nothing
before the time.”’ (1 Cor, 4:5) At the fullness of the
scasons Christ Jesus must have the dispensation or
administration of all things, that is, ‘“the dispensa-
tion of the fulness of times.”” (Iiph. 1:10) IHere the
same word (Greek: ‘‘kairos’’) is used as at the text:
““The time is come that judement must begin at the
house of God.”” (1 Pet. 4:17) That time is when the
Lord Jesus comes to the temple of Jehovah for judg-
ent,

13 \When do ‘“the times and the scasons’ bemin?
Manifestly with the des ending of Christ Jesus from
Leaven after he casts Satan out, and when Christ Je-
sus comces to the temple and when the faithful dead are
judged. (Rlev, 11:18) In 1 Thessalonians 4:13 the
apostle tells his brethren not to sorrow as those who
have no hope, beeause, if they believe in the resurrce-
tion, about which they have bieen tauchit, then they
should not sorrow for the dead who died faithiul, be-
cause God had promised to bring them again to life
at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. Their sorrow
was apparently not beeause they were uninformed con-
cerning the resurrection of the dead, but beeause those
who bad dicd would not he on the carth to participate
in the Lord’s work of vindieating Jehovabh’s name
when Christ Jesus came to the temple. Therefore the
apostle explaius about the dead in Christ, that when
Christ Jesus deseended {rom heaven the faithful dead
saints would be the first raised out of death and gath-
ered unto the Lord, and that thercafier the remnant
of God’s faithful ones would be “‘caught up . .. to
meet the Lord in the air”’, that is, in the temple, and
thus they would be for ever with the Lord. That in-
formation would be of great eomfort to all who fully
believed. ‘But,’ says the apostle, ‘my brethren, you
do not need to be told about the day of the Lord.” The
word “brethren’” hiere really applics to the remnant,
who are on the earth now and who are of the eleet.
(Qiatt, 24:21,22) These brethren, like the apostle
Paul, have now been born of God’s ‘““woman’’, (Isa.
54:13) They have been eaught up to meet the Lord
Jesus Christ in the air, that is, in the temple. (1 Thess.
4:17) Thereiore there is no need that the apostle
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write unto them coneerning the day of the Lord Why
not? Because at the time this prophecy should be con-
sidered and understood by the remnant, the brethren
of Paul, the Lord Jesus Christ would be at the temple
and, all of these heing the sons of God by his woman
Zion, all such would be ““taught of God”’ by and
through Christ Jesus and such teaching would be by
giving them an understanding of the prophecices of the
Bible. The statement ““. . . no nced that I write unto
vou’’ docs not mean that there is no need that T'he
Watchiower should refrain from the publication of the
explanation of these texts. The Watchiower would not
and does not give any man'’s opinion, but, guided by
the Lord and uscd by him, sets forth to the remnant
information which Jdehovah and the Lord Jesus Christ
give them coneerning the Seriplures and concerning
things brought to pass which are in fulfitlment of the
prophecies. The Watchtower therefore would not be
violating the apostle’s word at all by these things, All
those that ave taucht of God and Christ Jesus ean
readlily determine what is the truth when called to
their attention.

“YOU KNOW”

14 Tt is for the benefit of the remnant that the apostle
says: ‘‘ For you yoursclves know accurately.”” (Diay.)
“Ye yourselves . . . know.”" (Loth.) The use of the
emphatie term of the pronoun, sccond person, here
shows that the faithful, anointed remmant, at the tem-
ple and taught of the Lord, would then “‘eome to an
aceurate knowledge of the truth?’’ (1 Tim. 2: 4, Diug.),
and that would be the time, as stated by the apostle,
that “‘ye need not that auy man teach you’’, because
taueht by the Lord. (1 John 2:27) The word ““know’’,
as used by the apostle, implies that the remnant, the
“brethren’’, see or diseern elearly, beeause the Lord
opens the eyes of their understanding more widely
and they more fully sce the prophecies and the phys-
jeal faets now before them and which show the 1ul-
fillment of the prophecies, “‘Know accurately’ means
that they bave been didigently inguiring and scarehing
the prophceies and the facts in fulfillinent thereol and
have eome to an understanding ol the same. 1t is the
time when ‘“many shall run to and fro”” in the study
of the prophecies and ‘‘knowledge shall be inercasced”’.
—Dan. 12: 4,

1 CKnow accurately,’’ that ““the day of the Lord”’
beains, not with the beginning of Jebovah’s day, hut
with the beginning of the day of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the same time to which the apostle refers in 1 Thessa-
lonians 4:15, to wit, *They which ave alive and re-
main unto the ecoming of the Lord.” Then says the
apostle: “For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout,”” and ‘then those alive and re-
maining shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the
air [that is to say, in the temple condition, where no
human eves ean see], and [remaining faithful] they
shall be for ever with the Lord’. Literally that “day
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of the Lord’’ is cxaetly the same as in 2 Peter 3:10,
to wit: ‘‘But the day of the Lord will come as a thief
in the night.”’ Also, ‘‘the day when God shall judge
the seerets of men, hy Jesus Christ, according to my
gospel.”” (Rom. 2:16) The same period of time about
which the apostle wrote when he said: ‘“A erown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge
[Christ Jesus], shall give me at that day.”” (2 Tim,
4:8) It is the day of the Lord Jesus Christ when he
is brought forth at the temple and presented as the
world’s rightful ruler and which date is A.D. 1918,

“AS A THIEF”

1¢ JTow shall that day come? Not with full informa-
tion to all, but it ‘so comecth as a thief at night’. The
time and manner of thicves’ invading the home of
others is here used to illustrate the time and manner
of the coming of the day of the Lord Jesus Christ. It
is the whole ‘‘day’’, or entire period of time under
consideration, that comes as the thief. The coming of
the Lord Jesus has already taken place, but “‘sudden
destruction’’, which takes place in the day of the Lord,
ig yet future, The beeinning of the ““day of Jehovah’’,
to wit, 1914, did noi come as a thief. And why not?
For the reason, as carly as A1), 1880 the Watceh Tower
publications emphasized the date 1914 as the end of
the world. Thereafter and until 1914 the Wateh Tower
publications continuously brought 1914 prominently
to the attention of all its rcaders. Millions of free
{racts were published setting forth that date. So well
advertised was that date that it became a byword and
a sneering joke in the mouth of the clergy and their
close associates. The Roman Catholie 1lieravchy and
Protestant elergy and their allies were watching that
date and waiting for it to arrive, that they might fur-
ther ridicule those who had proclaimed it, and when
it did arrive and the earth was not destroyed they
scoffed more than ever hefore, It is ecrtain that 1914
date, the beginning of the day of Jchovah, did not
come as a thicf in the night.

17 But how about 1918, the beginning of the day of
the Lord Jesus Christ when coming to the temple for
judgment? Did that come as a thief in the night? It
certainly did. Fven to this very hour no one aside
from those who are devoted to Jehovah has an under-
standing of the Lord Jesus’ coming to the temple.
Commenting on 1 Thessalonians 5: 1, 4, concerning the
Lord’s day which ‘overtakes you as a thief’, the Ro-
man Catholie Ilierarchy Douay translation of the Bi-
ble, in notes thereon, says: ‘“‘Bur or TIIE TIMES AND
MoMENTS: That is, of the day of judgment, of the end
of the world, of the destruetion of Jerusalem. It is
enough to know the time is uneertain and that death
cometh as the thief in the night. . . . It is a subjeet
of astonishment that some pcople are so childishly
afraid of the judgment day that they cannot think of
it without consternation, lest it should happen in their
time. Weak souls! Do they not recollect that death
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will eertainly overtake them, and that will be to them
individually the end of the world, and the last day?
The whole world then does perish as far as regards
them.”’

18 It ig true that The I inished Mystery, published in
July 1917, made mention of the year 191§, but not
with the proper understanding and application of that
date. The time of tribulation that had been expected
to come in 1914 was merely pushed up three and oune-
half years, showing that there was not a proper undcr-
standing of the date. (Sce The IFinished Mystery,
pages 62, 64, 393, 395, 513.) In 1918 many persons
were then in line for the kingdom of God who have
since lost that position and are now of the ‘“cvil cerv-
ant’’ class., Not only did the day of the Lord come
upon themn as a thief in the night, but they are still in
complete darkness concerning the Lord’s coming to
the temple, even as Jesus foretold they would be.
(Matthew 13:41,42) With all the information and
light thie Lord has now given to the faithful the ‘‘evil
servant’’ class today scornfully rejeets everything per-
taining to the Lord’s being at the temple of God for
judgment,

* To those who were in line for the kinedom Jesus
said: ‘“‘Wateh therefore; for ye know not what hour
your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the good-
man of the house had known in what wateh [watehes
were kept at night to mark the time] the thief would
come, he would have watehed, and would not have suf-
fered his house to he broken up [into]. Therefore be
ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not, the
Son of man cometh. . , , But and if that evil servant
shall say in his heart, My Jord delayeth his coming;
and shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to eat
and drink with the drunken: the lord of that servant
shall eome in a day when he looketh not for him, and
in an hour that he is not aware of.”’—Matt. 24 : 4250,

20 The heginning of the ““thief”’ day arrived in 1918,
“Thieves break through and steal.” (Matt. 6:19;
John 10:10) ‘‘Remember therefore how thou hast
reccived and heard; and hold fast, and repent, If
therefore thou shalt not watel, I will come on tice as
a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come
upon thee.”” (Rev, 3:3) Concerning the final confliet,
the battic of the great day of God Almighty, Jesus
says: ‘‘Blessed is he [in the temple] that watcheth,
and keepeth his garments [on, identifying himself as
a faithful soldier and watcher of the Lord], lest he
walk naked [in the temple], and they sce his shame
fand throw Lim out].”” (Rev. 16:15) Watchers must
now continue to be diligent in watching the unfolding
of Jehovah’s purpose.

21 The thieves come in the night, when men sleep
naturally and when many others are maudlin drunk
and so stupefied that they do not diseern the approach
of marauders. Prior to 1918, and sinee, ‘‘Protestant’’
clergy and the Roman Catholic ierarchy fouzht and
continue to fight against the messengers of Jehovah’s
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kingdom and by opposing the kingdom show that they
are drunk or sound asleep as to their privileges of
serving the King. Likewise the foolish-virgin class now
soundly sleep and are inactive and in darkness. Prior
to 1918 all ““Christendom’’ was, and since is, beastly
drunk, like night revelers, filled with and befuddled
by the strong drink of Satan's joy in persecuting Je-
hovah’s witnesses and in endeavoring to destroy the
Warcu Tower Socicty, Also all ¢* Christendom’’ was
and is in darkness, and willingly so. (2 Pet. 3:5)
Thercefore, all such being in darkness, the day of the
Lord Jesus Christ has overtaken them as a thief over-
takes the sleepers and drunken ones in the night.

22 Tiven the “‘faithful servant”’ class, the remnant,
did not discern the coming of the Lord to the temple
at the time it oceurred. Those faithful oncs were fully
trusting in the Lord and waiting upon him, yet it was
not until 1922 that the Lord revealed to them that he
was at the temple for judement. Now all who love God
must bestir themselves and be diligent in his service.
By his prophet the Lord Jehovah has foretold the
awakening of the faithful ones to their privileges of
serviee, as set forth in Isaiah 6:1-8, When the rem-
nant, pictured by the prophet Isaial, saw that they
had been very deowsy and thereby negligent of their
duties, they were in great distress and eried unto the
Lord and the Lord cleansed them and opened their
understanding and sent them forth to his service,

23 The darkness that had partially surrounded those
who afterwards heeame members of the remnant class
completely enfolded all ¢ Christendom”’, and partie-
ularly the ““cvil servant® class, so that the day of the
Lord Jesus Christ overtook them as a thicf, The clergy
have no conecption of the Lord’s eoming to hus temple
for judgment. Concerning them God by his propiet
says: “‘Thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets
that make my people crr, that bite with their tecth
[into the handouts given to them], and ery {to the
giver], Peace; and he that putteth not into their
mouths, they even prepare war against him.”’—DMie.
3:5-7.

‘THEY SAY

2 Tg the faithful church the apostle says: “For
when they shall say, ’cace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a wom-
an with child; and they shall not escape.’’ (1 Thess.
5:3) It is certain that the time must come when ““they
shall say, Peace and safcty’”. It is not the saints o
whom this part of the cpistle refers, because, says the
apostle, “‘you yourselves know.”’ It is those in dark-
ness that will say “‘Peace and safety’. According to
The Dieglott and Rotherham the word ‘‘for’’ is omit-
ted and the text simply reads, ‘““When they’’ say. The
conjunction ¢ when’’ does not refer to the time immedi-
ately before the beginning of the day of Christ Jesus
in 1918. 1t was in the spring of 1918 that the enemy
shut down the activities of the Lord’s people. The
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‘““when’’ refers to some time after 1918 and after the
renewed activities in the serviee of Jchovah by his
people began, and within and not before ‘“‘the day’’.
It manifestly is a short period of time just hefore the
destruction coming upon the cnemy and during or
within ‘‘that day’’. The ones designated by the apos-
tle as ““they’” are called ‘“ambassadors of peace’’, that
is, those who ery peace but who are certain to “‘weep
bitterly’’. (Isa. 33:7) They are in a position cxactly
contrary to that of the ‘feet of him that bringeth good
tidings of good, that publisheth peace’ and salvation,
and that lift up their voice in song. (Isa. 52:7,8) Nor
could the pronoun ‘‘they’’ refer to the rank and fite
of the people, but must refer to the leaders and
molders of publie opinion and the makers of propa-
ganda, to whom the others listen and give heed, and
whom they follow and support; and therefore the
‘“they’” must refer to the clergy and the principal
ones of their flocks.

23 ¢The day of Christ Jesus’ is a period of time
when he separates the sheep from the goats. (Matt.
25:31, 32) The pronoun ‘‘they’’ therefore must refer
to the goat class, and particularly to the leaders there-
of, that is, the ones who pretend to stand for God anl
support and apply the Word of Uod, claiming divine
right and appointinent so to do, when in fact they ar:
doing the very opposite. Such men elaim to be in
pusition to give reliable assuranee to the other goats
as to what the oly Seriptures have to say. The other
goats give scrious and respecetiul heed to the advice of
their leaders, who claim to speak with authority. 1t
is not what the ordinary ecommon people say, but what
is «aid by those who assume to speak ex calhedra.
“They’ are the ones whose peace and safely aro
threatencd and disturbed and whaose ““religious sus-
ceptibilitics have been shocked” by the public proce-
lamation of the truth of God's Word., There is no
possible reason for the disturbed ones to frar that
Jehovah'’s wilnesses are about to infliet bodily harm
upon them by means of carnal weapons, but their
peace is disturbed by veason of the truth. They aie
the wicked who oppress and fight asaingt Jehovah's
witnesses, concerning whieh the psalmist says: . .,
my deadly ecuemies that compass me about. They
are inclosed in their own fat: with their mouth they
speak proudly. They have now compassed us in our
sicps; they set their eyes to cast us down to the earth,
Ilc is like a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as it
were a young lion harking in secret places’” [the
Protestant “‘young lion’’, which has been dead as
Protestant sinee 1918, The ‘*lion’’ here means all re-
ligious leaders who persceute Jehovah’s witnesses.].
The faithful witnesses of the Lord then pray: ** Arise,
O Jcliovah, confront him, cast him down: deliver my
soul from the wicked by thy sword; from men by thy
hand, O Jchovah, from men of the world, whose por-
tion is in this life, and whose belly thou fillest with
thy treacure; they are satisfied with children [so-
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called ‘successors of the apostles’], and leave the rest
of their substance to their babes [whom they teach to
take up and carry on their wicked organization]. As
for me, I shall behold thy face in righteousness; I
shall be satisficd, when I awake, with beholding thy
form.”” (Ps. 17:9-15, A.R.V.) In this fifteenth verse
the faithful show their complete trust in the Lord and
are shown as being brought into the temple and made
of the ‘“faithful and wise servant’’ class, anointed and
enlightened. Their awakening took place after 1918
with a vision of Jehovah and his glory in the temple.
Again says the psalmist: “When I awake, I am still
with thee [as approved servant].’’ Then showing their
complete trust in Jehovah the faithful pray: “‘Surely
thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me there-
fore, ye bloodthirsty men. For they speak against thee
wickedly, and thine enemies take thy name in vain.
Do not I hate them, O Jehovah, that hate thee? And
am not I grieved with those that rise up azainst thee?
I hate them with perfeet hatred : they are beecome mine
enemics. Scarch me, O God, and know my heart: try
me {at the house of (fod, where judgment hegins],
and know my thoughts; and sce if there be any wicked
way in me, ahd lead me in the way everlasting.”” (Ps.
139:18-24, A B.V.) The cnemics here mentioned are
“they ”” that seoll at the published fact that the Lord
Jesus has deseended from heaven with a shout or com-
mand from the Most High, Beeause they are in dark-
ness they sleep in fancied seeurity and imagine peace
from the Lord’s quarter. They say, as stated by the
apostle Peter: “Knowing this first, that there shall
come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own
Tusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his coming
[presence] ? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the beginning of the erea-
tion.”—2 Pet. 3:3, 4.

26 ¢4Phiey shall say’’ (according to the Revised Ver-
ston: “When they are saying’’; and according to the
Diaglott: ““When they may say’’) “‘Peace and safety.”’
Just how long they will be saying what they do say
is not indicated; but it is “when they are saying”’
what they have to say about peaee and safety that
destruetion comes. To whom do they say ? Not to Je-
hovah'’s witnesses or Jonadabs, beeause these faithful
ones will not listen to what they suy. They that say
“Peace and safety’’ say it to one another, and to one
another of their own erowd and those who are under
the influence and control of them, and who are blind
to the truth., Hypocritically they say ‘‘Peace and
safety’’ to those people who put their trust in such
men. ‘‘For they speak not peace; but they devise de-
ceitful matters against them that are quict in the
land.”’—Ps. 35:20.

2" The apostle was conversant with the prophecies
and was also speaking as an inspired servant of Jcho-
vah and Christ Jesus, and he quoted some of the
prophecies and foretold that “‘they’ would say,
‘‘Peace and safety.”’ Therefore it is not that ‘“marhe”’
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they will say so, but it is ceriain that they will say,
“Peace and safety.’’ Jehovah maneuvers the enemy,
and he permits them to reach the conclusion that in-
duces them to say, ‘‘Peace and safety.’’

28 By crying out or saying ‘‘Peace and safety’’ they
are bidding for God and Christ Jesus to compromisc
with them, and their speech is in effeet this: “‘Ts 1t
peace, Jehu?”’ What was said by those encmies of
Jehu foretold what would be said to Christ Jesus, the
Greater dchu, and he answers: ‘What! Peace, so long
as the whoredoms of that old woman Jezebel and her
witcherafts are so many?’ (2 Ki. 9:22) Not much!
“‘There is no peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked.”
(Isa. 48:22) Likewise ITaman the Amalckite was
peaceful and considered himself secure when he was
conspiring to have Mordeeai put to death; but he was
in fact not safe.—Esther 5: 9-14.

20 The leaders in religious organizations of the world
expect to bring peace and safety to the people by their
own mecthods. The Roman Catholie Hicvarchy have
induced themselves to believe that their organization
is invulnerable and that ‘the gates of hell cannot pre-
vail against it’, and elaim that they have made an
agreement with death and hell and that therefore they
are entirely sceure. That organization is certain that
it will rule the world, and in saying “‘Peace and safe-
ty’? they would not be referving to the world’s peace
among the nations, but to what they think is aceum-
plished by the Roman (‘atholie Ilicrarchy and their
allies against the forees that have disturbed their
peace. There no loncer being any real Protestants or
Jews, who worship the true God, those who call them-
selves “‘Protestants’ and ““Jews’ join with the Ro-
man Catholie Ifierarchy in saying ‘‘Peace and safety”’,
Before the destruction eomes €God will make the Ro-
man Catholie Hicrarchy hear the truth and make the
leaders understand rome thines about the truth, and
such is a great vexation to them. ““It shall be a vexa-
tion |[peacc-disturhing} only to understand the re-
port’’ of impending destruction, when he shall mehe
them (the seoffers) to understand the report, that is,
eoncerning the truth, (Isa. 28:19) The proelaiming of
God’s message of truth, that the Roman Catholie
Hierarchy is built wpon lies and that Cod, throush
Christ Jesus, will sweep away that gre:t mountain of
lies, constitutes a great disturbanee of the peace of the
Roman Catholic Hierarchy and their allies and as»o-
ciates who are compelled to hear it, That messace is
proclaimed by sound ears, transeription machces,
phonographs, and radio, as well as in printed boshs.
It is the truth that shoeks their suseeptibilitics, eve-
tofore the Roman Catholie Ilicrarchy has been pbhie
to put to silenee all who have spolien against that in-
stitution ; and if, even for a short season, Gad permits
these opposers to stop the proelamation of the truth
of the kingdum the vexation of the Ilierarchy would
cease and that erowd would ery out, ‘“Peace and
safety.”’
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$0 Tt is the priesis, and prophets, that is, preachers,
who the prophet forctells will ery ““Peace’’, and who
do not bring healing to the nations. ‘‘ Every one deal-
eth falsely.”” (Jer. 6:13) They suppress the message
of the kingdom brought to the people by Jehovah’s
witnesses and at the same time shout ‘‘Peace’’, that
is, tolerance for themselves, and this they do to eamou-
flage and to deceive the people concerning their work
of opposing Jehovah and his kinedom message. Those
clergymen assume to be preservers of the peace while
at the same time they seck the destruction of God's
messengers of real peace. As the elergy amongst the
Jews said of Jesus, so now the elerey say of Jehovah's
witnesses: ““We found this fcllow perverting the na-
tion, and forbidding to give tribute to Cisar’’ in
their refusing to obey men’s laws which say they ean-
not preach without a permit’s being had and obtained
from police ofijecrs. (Luke 23:2,5) The clergy said
practically the same thing to Paul and his compan-
iong: “‘These men, being Jews, do excecedingly trouble
our city.”’ (Aets 16:20,21) ““These all do contrary to
the deerces of Cosar.”’—Aets 17:6, 7.

1 \When Jesus rode into Jerusalem and the multi-
tudes sung his praise the clergy of that time said:
““Bcehold, the world is gone after him.”? (John 12: 19)
" They then set about 1o destroy Jesus, that their own
peace and safety mizht be made sure. Now the ‘‘great
multitude’’, known as ‘“‘Jonadabs”’, are beginning to
scek the Lord, and many ave joining themselves to his
kingdom, The Jonadahs are eoming with joyful song,
praising the name of Jehovah, and it must be expeeted
that soon the relizious crowd will say: ““We must put
an end to this proclaiming of the kingdom, that we
may insure our own peace and safety.”’ 1f they sue-
cecd temporarily, as they have in (Germany, they will
take it for granted that such is a sign that God is on
their side and that they are at peaee with him and
Christ Jesus, the Greater Jehu, (lod will permit them
to “‘belicve a lic”’, as in Haman’s ease.—2 Thess, 2: 11.

32 Then will they say, ‘‘Peace and safety,”’ that is,
that the Roman Catholie ITierarchy, her allies and her
dupes, have reached a point of safety from the annoy-
ing menssage earried by Jehovah’s witnesses and there-
fore their safely, as well as their peace, is certain,
Their use of the word ‘‘safcty’’ implies thal they
have curtailed the activities of Jehovah’s witnesses,
The same crowd thought themselves safe when they
causcd the tomb of Jesus to be sealed and made sure.
—Matt. 27: 64-G6.

83 All the faects, togcether with the sure word of
propheey, show that the hour is near when the reli-
gious forees, led by the Roman Catholie Hierarehy and
supported by the strong arm of the law of the nations,
will be erying out to one another, ‘‘Peace and safety.’’
That they will do, beeause they are of the opinion that
the “‘pestiferous’ witnesses of Jehovah are silenced.
These undisputed faets and seriptures spur Jehovah'’s
witnesses to bend every effort to do the witness work
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and finish it acecording to the will of God. In several
countrics the work of preaching the gospel has been
stopped, and the Roman Catholie Hicrarchy continues
to move forward confident of its power to crush the
witness work everywhere. Let all the faithful bear in
mind that he who is for us is greater than all that
can be against us. The Lord has sent forth his serv-
ants to deliver his message, and nothing can suecess-
fully prevent that message from being delivered until
it is finished. Those who are faithfully obcying the
commandments of the Lord in bearing the message of
the kingdom 1o the pcople are the ones that arc in fact
in pecace and safety. To such Jechovah’s promise is:
““Thou wilt keep him in perfeet peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee ; because he trusteth in thee.”’ (Isa.26:3)
The ““faithful servant’’ elass is made up of those who
are joyfully obedient to the commandments of the
Lord, and these are now in the temple for ever with
the Lord. (1 Thess. 4:17) “And I will make with
them a covenant of peace, and will cause the evil
beasts to ccuse out of the land; and they shall dwell
safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. And
I will make them and the places round about my hill
a8 blessing ; and T will eause the shower to come down in
his season; there shall be showers of blessine, And the
tree of the ficld shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall
yield her increase, and they shall be safe in their land,
and shall know that I am the Lord, when I have brok-
en the bands of their yoke, and delivered them out of
the hand of those that served themselves of them. And
they shall no more be a prey to the [nations], neither
shall the heast of the land devour them ; but they shall
dwell safely, and none shall make them afraid.”’—
Tizek. 34:25-28,

34 To those faithful ones Jehovah now says: ‘I will
bring them again unio this place [the temple}, and
I will cause them to dwell [in safety], and they shall
be my people, and I will be their God.”” (Jer.
32:37,38) Fear not the enemy; but what the Lord
tells the faithful in the temple, which is a place of
darkness to the enemy, the faithful witnesses must go
and proeclaim boldly in this day of judgment.—Matt.
10:26; 1 John 4:17,18.

3 The Lord informs the faithful in advanece of what
is certain to come to pass, and thus he does that they
may have full assurance of faith, The witness work
must be carried forward to completeness according to
the will of the Lord before the final expression of Je-
hovah’s wrath. What is required of every onc who re-
ccives God’s approval is that he must maintain his
integrity toward Jehovah, proving his faithfulness
under all conditions. Such would be impossible ex-
eept that God permits the enemy to persecute his wit-
nesses, It is plain that Jehovah is mancuvering the
enemy forces as well as his own, preparatory to the
final confliet; and being informed as to what will be
the result the faithful have every reason to rejoice
and press on doing with their might what their hands
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find to do. Thege faithful ones move on together in
perfeet peace, joyiully responding obediently to or-
ganization instructions, knowing that, whatsoever
awaits them, they are safe in the hand of the Lord.

3¢ The enemy will be permitied to conclude that they
have rid themselves of Jehovah's witnesses. By perse-
citting and oppressing these faithful ones they are
fichting against God, and thus doing they will have
reached a climax i the reproach of Jehovah’s name,
If their ‘‘peace and safety’”’ ery were done in igno-
rance, such would not of itself merit the ealling down
upon them of the wrath of God ; but acting maliciously
and hypoceritically puts the matter in a different light.
Wihen the Philistines had Samson in their custody,
that was their oceasion for feasting, drunkenness and
self-gratulations. In like manner the religious element
of the world is now thoroughly drunk on the wine of
Satan, and when they think they have successfully
shut. down the work of Jehovah’s witnesses, that will
be the oceasion for 4 drunken revel and their congratu-
Iations of one another. They will sing out: ‘We are
now at peace and entively safe.” Then what?

(To be continued)

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

¥ 1. ¢“Jchovali’s day?’ is what penod of time? How is that
day designated an the Senpturest

€ 2.3. What great event m heaven muarks the beginning of the
day of deliovali? ITolloned by what activities on carth?

9 68 With reriptures and facts, distinguish between ¢ Jeho-
vah’s day’’ and *‘the day of the Lord?’ us the lutter i3
used in 1 Thessalonans 5: 2,

€ 9. What was one of the purposes of the apostle in writing
to lus brethren? lHow would the inforiation 1n 1 Thessa-
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lonians 4 serve this purpose? That in the part of chapter
five here under consideration?

£ 10-12. What is meant Ly tne expression ‘fthe times and the
geasons’’? ow would these be discerned? For wlat pur-
pose wero these appointed?

% 13. Wher do ¢*the times end the seasons’’ begin? Aceovnt
for the apostle’s words of 1 Thesealonians 4: 13-18. Ju-tif)
hiy statement at 1 Thessulomans 5: 1.

9 14,15, What is seen in the apostle’s emphatic words, ¢* You
vourselves know aceurately’’? When and how would {lus
be fulilled?

9 16-18. What is meant by the apostle’s statement that ‘“the
day of the Lotl’? would come ‘‘as a thied in the maht’"?
Why would the ¢“day of Jehovah'’’ not come “‘us a tuwel’’,
whereas ““the day of the Lord’’ would so come? What do
the facts show in this conncetion?

9 19-23. Compare Jesus’ words of Matthew 24:42.50 and
Revelation 3: 3 and 16: 15 with the fucts. to show whuthe:
those for whom the warning was provided have given dw
heed thereto.

M 24-26. Referring to 1 Thessaloniang 5:3: Who will say
““Peace and safety’’? When? “Peace end sufety’’ from
what? To whom will they suy “‘Peace nnd safety ' Wiy
do they scek such *peace and safety’*F Describe the sita-
ation to which Psalms 17: 9-15 and 139: 18-21 and 2 Peter
3:3,4 apply or w which they have fuliidlment.

§ 27-30. Account for their sayving ‘“Peace and safety’’ ¢t the
appomnted time. What 18 the purpose in their saying ¢ Peties
and safety’’? On what grounds, ond by whut methods, will
they seek to justify their plew for “*peace and sufety '’}

7 31-31. Compare the occation when Jesus rode mnto Jerusalem
and the situation today, as showing that the hour tor then
foretold ery of ¢‘Peace und sufety?’ is now near, Wih
corroharative scriptures, explamm whether thiy will aftet
the activity and secutity of the funthful witnesses of i
Lord.

9 33, 36, Account for the persecution now coming, and y¢!
to come, upon the fuuthful, und for their confidence wn i
sceurtty i the faen of such parseeation and oppression,
VWhy will Jehoval visit s wrath upon the enemyd Whn
the time arrives that an thar druuken revel the persecutor:
boast, ‘ We are now at peace and entirely sufe,’” then what!

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES AND THE PRISONERS

ONG centuries ago God caused his prophet to
write and foretell that a time would come when
a campaicn of cducation would he carried forth
in the ecarth, and that thiv would be done by his
“oervant” in whom Jehovah God delights, saying:
“Behold my servant, whom I uphold, mine eleet, in
whom my soul delichteth; I have put my spirit upon
him; he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles
[nations].”’—Tsa. 42: 1.
1t will be observed from this propheey that at the
time of its fulfillment therve are blind people whose
eyes must be opened, and that there are prisoners in
the prison houses who must have an opportunity to
be relicved. The propheey must have a fulfillment,
beeause it is uttered wnder the direetion of Jehovah
by his prophet upon whom he has placed his approval.
The student of prophery will louk for the physieal
facts showing a {ulfillment of this propheey, and, if
it is in couvse of fulfillment, he will be able to diseern
who are the prisoners and who are they that are blind.
It has been sunecsied that the grave is **the prison’’
and that the dead ave in ““the prison houses™. That

conclusion is elearly ineorreet. The Seriptures show
that the prisoners groan and ery unto God for heip,
and he hears them. Dead people do not groan and ery.
They are uneonscious and know not anvthing, want-
ing in the grave for God's due time 1o awahen then
out of death. (Teel. 9:5,10; Py, 115:17) .\ privon i
a place where men are held in restraint of persun-d
liberty. Thus a man may he held hehind iron bars, or
he may be held in restraint by fear and for that reavon
be unable to exercise his liberty. “The fear of mon
bringeth a snare.”’ (Prov. 29:25) A priconer held by
reason of coercion that puts him in fear is just s
truly a prisoner as one who is physteally restrained,

The Seriptural proof is now here submitted, shov. -
ing that the prison houses mentioned by the prophot
consist of organized systems of Satan, und partientar i
so-called ““organized Christianity”’, There are wmauv
congrceations, symbolically  ecalled  “hiouses™, het s
Catholic and Protesiant, all of which have taken thw
name of Christian, but which in fact chow by thwar
course of aetion that the organizations are anyth, o
but Christian. The worship in these heuses or ¢
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gregations is formalism. The worshipers bow down
before images and go through forms of worship, which
is contrary to the Word of God. They draw ncar to
the Lord with their lips only, but there is no hcart de-
votion to the Lord. They magnify men and go through
a ccremony that, instead of reflecting honor upon the
Lord, brings reproach upon his name. (God is pleased
only with those who worship him in spirit and in
truth, (John 4:23, 24) Formalism is an abomination
in the sight of the Lord God.

The Israclites in ancient times fell away to idolatry
and formalism, and their course was prophetie, fore-
telling how professed spiritual Isracl would fall away
from God and into idolatry. God commanded that no
graven image should be made, saying: ‘‘ Ye shall make
you no idols nor graven image, neither rear you up
a standing image, ncither shall ye set up any image of
stone in your land, to how down unto it: for I am the
Lord your God.”’—Lev. 26:1.

The formalism that is practiced in so-called “‘or-
ganized Christianity’’ ecomes clearly within the defini-
tion of graven images. (Jsa. 44:9; 29:13; 2 Tim,
3:1-5) For that rcason such beeomes a part of the
Devil’s religion (Babylon, as the Seriptures eall it),
because the purpose is not to honor Jchovah’s namne
but to build up an organization that dishonors his
name and turns the people away from him. The cecle-
siastical systems are therefore prison houses.

The chief prison keeper, or warden, is Satan him-
self, beeause he has by fraud obtained eontrol of the
organization called “‘Christian’’. In cach congrega-
tion of these eeclesiastical organizations there is a
shepherd, or watchman, otherwise ealled *‘pastor’.
These men, who are clergymen, call themselves the
shepherds of the flock, or the clergymen of the flock.
Each one looks 1o his own congregation for support.
By their course of action they prove that they do not
love God and Christ and Lis kingdom, beeause they
give allegianee and support to the League of Nations,
which is the Devil’s makeshift. They otherwise par-
ticipate in the polities of this world, and are more
interested in what they eell eivie affairs than in tell-
ing of God’s great purpose and his kingdom. They re-
fuse to hear the testimony of his Word, and therefore
they are blind to what the Lord God is really doing
at this time. Not only do they refuse to hear, but they
put forth their best endeavors to prevent their eon-
gregations from hecaring. These elergvmen are like
their counterpart, the Jewish Pharisecs, to whom Jesus
said: ‘“Woe unto you, lawyers |[doctors]! for ye have
taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in
yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hin-
dered.”’—Tuke 11:52; Matt. 23:13.

The lawyers, the Pharisees, the politicians and the
commereial leaders stood together amongst the Jews.
Today the politicians and the eommercial powers sup-
port the ‘doctors of divinity’, so called. Not only are
they blinded 1o the truth themselves and refuse to hear
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it, but they take every action within their power to
prevent the members of their congregations from hear-
ing the truth. The clergymen and the principal of
their flocks are blind guides, and, as Jesus said, they
will fall into the diteh. (Matt. 15:14) Cod foretold
the condition and course of action of these elergymen
who are called ““watechmen’’, in these words: ‘‘His
watehmen are blind; they are all ignorant, they are
all dumb dogs, they eannot bark ; sleeping, lying down,
loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs which
can ncver have enough, and they are shepherds that
cannot understand; they all look to their own way,
every onc for his gain from his quarter.’’—Isa.
56:10, 11.

It is these clergymen that are loeal prison keepers.
Probably in every one of the denominational orgauniza-
tions, called ‘‘a church’’, and in every congreeation
thercof, there are those who do love God and who are
anxious to know about him and to ohey him. But he-
cause of the influence of the elergymen and the ““prin-
cipal of the flock”’ they are not permitted to freely
discuss the Bible in the ehurch meetings, and are dis-
couraged from going anywhere clse to get a knowledse
of it. In faet, il is in a very few of these organizations
that there is any Dible study, The elergy du not taik
about the Bible. In faet, the modern clereymen deny
that the Bible is God’s Word of truth. J{ the atiention
of these cleraymen is called to some book that gives
ingtruction in the Bible and sets forth the Seriptural
proof of God’s purpose, the clergymen strougly de-
nounece the book and ask their conaregations to have
nothing to do with it. The clergymen elaim to be the
only oncs authorized to interpret the Bible, The re-
sult is that the pcople in those congregutions are in
darkness concerning the true teaching of the Word
of Cod.

The congregation observes that the pastor or clergy-
man devotes his sermons to worldly polities, scienee
so called, civic affairs and soeial matiers, but never
dces he give them any food from the Word of God
that establishes the faith of the people in (fod and in
his purpose of salvation. If it is sugzgested that mem-
bers of the congregation go elsewhere 1o hear the truth,
the elergyman vehemently opposes this, savine that if
they withdraw from the church they will be doing
an evil work and will therefore participate mn wreek-
ing socicty, and that they will find their own eternal
destiny in torment. Many good people are therehy
held in fear and restraint in the denominational or-
ganizations called ‘‘ehurches’’. As the prophet fore-
1old, they have a superstitious fear of Clod but that
fear toward God *‘is taught by the preeept of men’’,
—Isa. 29:13.

God forctold through his prophet that the clergy-
men, or shepherds, would come to a time when they
would not feed the congregation but would feed them-
sclves, and he expressed his decided disapproval of
such. The Lord caused his prophet to write forctelling
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these conditions in these words: “*Son of man, proph-
esy against the shepherds of Isracl, prophesy, and say
unto them, Thus saith the Lord God unto {he shep-
herds, Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do {ced
themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?
Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye
kill them that arve fed: but ye feed not the flock. The
diseased have ye not strengthencd, neither have ye
healed that whieh was sick, neither have ye bound up
that which was broken, ncither have ye brought again
that whieh was driven away, neither have ye sougnt
that whieh was lost; but with force and with eruelty
have ye ruled them. Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear
the word of the Lord; Thus saith the Lord God, Be-
hold, 1 am against the shepherds; and T will require
my flock at their hand, and eause them to cease from
feeding the ilock; neither shall the shepherds feed
themselves any more: for 1 will deliver my flock from
their mouth, that they may not be meat for them, For
thus saith the Lord God, Behold I, even 1, will both
search my sheep, and seek them out.”’—Ezck.
34:2-4,9-11.

People of good will in these church orzauizations
see that there is no longer any truth taught to the
cougregation by the elergymen nor by the principal
of the floek., When the eonerecation assembles it is
chiefty for the purpose of eshibiting the fine clothes
of some and listening to a dcourse that hus no ref-
ercnee to God's Word. Therefore there are hunery
souls in the denominational chureh systems who are
in great distress beceause of the condition they sce
there cxistine. They know that the name of God is
not honored in the eongregation ; and they know that
the people on the outside, commonly called *‘heathen”’,
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look with disgust upon the profession of the clerey-
men, well knowine that they are hypoerites and tiat
their cluim to represent God is not true.

Those who willingly and joyfully separate them-
selves from the worldly relizious systems, in obedicnes
to the Lord's commands (2 Cor. 6:16-18) are not
thenecforth ‘“prisoncrs’’. Feeding upon the Word of
God, they have become strong and have left the prion
houses, have eonsecrated themscelves to do the will of
Jchovah God, and have been brought unto Zion, God’s
organization, Many of such were once ‘‘prisoners’’
to Dabylon, even as Jehovah’s wilnesses themselses
onece were {in 1918), but they came away from Balw-
lon, the Devil’s organization, and rejoiced. ““Then aid
they among the heathen [the nations], The Lord hath
done great things for them.”” (PPs. 126:2) But these
who remain in the Devil's organization and its de-
nominational systems and are held there by beiny put
in fear or by restraint, are yet held as prisoners, aned
these are they that now cery for relief. (lzek, 9:4%)
God’s great Prophet, Jesus, then shows that the proa-
oners yet to be set free go to make up the “*great mul-
titude”’, who must *‘come out of the sreat tribulation™
(I2.V.) and wash their robes in the blood of the Laab
and thereby reecive God's approval, and that then
“God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes™ . Thioy
will not be of the royal family of heaven as Johovah's
witnesses witl be, but they devote themselves to Jeho-
vah in conseeration and serve on carth “before the
throne of (God’”. {(Rev, T:9-17) It is to such now that
Jchoval's witnesses are commissioned to proclanm the
“opening of the prison’’ and that the time is at hand
when ““the Lord looscth the [yet remaining) pri.-
oners”’.—-Isa. 61:1; Ps. 146: 7.

WHEN THE WORLD PERISHED IN A FLOOD

ago as reeent findings by archaeolozists in the

Mesopotamian valley elearly bear out, therchy
sapporting the Dible account of the world-wide flood
of Noah’s tine. Picture now to yourself the great ark,
four hundred and fifty feet long and with a seventy-
five—foot beam, built upon the dry ground, and Noah
and his three sons and their wives, togethier with all
the animals and birds that hkad been taken n, safely
housed in the ark and tensely awaiting the moment for
God to release the great flood waters.

The rivers of waters flowed peaeefully on toward
the seas. The water springs gave forth their regular
supplies for man, while lakes afforded pleasure to the
eye and bore up the vessels of men that glided over
their peacclul bosoms, Never in the memory of man
up to that time had these rivers overflowed their
banks, nor had the water supply been increased or
diminished. No man had ever seen any rain fall, beeause

THIS occurred about forty-three hundred years

none had fallen sinee man was upon the ecarth, Muois-
ture was supplicd for the vegetation by a mist that
arose from the earth to water it. The record of Gene-
sis, ehapter two, verses five and six, plainlv says of
those days before the great flood these words: **1or
the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the erith,
and there was not a man to till the ground [hefore he
created Adain]. But there went up a mist from the
carth, and watered the whole face of the ground.”’
Why, then, should anvone expeet a great rain to
come? God had said that it was comine, and hix vl
i1s true; and Noah believed and obeved accordimely.
The Lord God knew exaetly what day and hour lie
would open the windows of the great ““deep’ of waters
which were held suspended far above and oIl aboug
the carth, like a great eanopy. e told Noah thet the
flood would come seven days after he entered the ark.
Noah went in and waited. Six days had passed end no
rain had eome, aud now the seventh day wis nese
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All during the time that the ark was in the course
of construction wickedness continued to inerecase. The
Nephilim who had assumed human bodies, under lead-
ership of Satan, had indulged in cvery conceivable
erime, and men of renown had joined them in erime,
and their thoughts were nothing but evil, The ecomple-
tion of the ark and the entrance thercinto by Nosh
would be a signal to these devils in human form, and
their huinan slaves, to indualge in the greatest revelry,
debauchery and erime. The Devil, or some of his an-
gels, at that time would doubtless have made a bon-
fire of the ark and destroyed it and its inmates, had
not the hand of the Lord restrained them. God’s faith-
ful witness was inside that ark.. The Lord God always
protects his faithful ones. The promise of Psalm
thirty-four, verse seven, is: ““The angel of the Lord
encampetn round about them that fear him, and deliv-
ercth them.”’

The time had now arrived when God would make a
demonstration of his power and magnify his name be-
fore all crcation. The Scriptures show that these
Nephilim, who had left their first estate by materializ-
ing as men, debauched the human race and turned
them into wickedness. That these fallen angels whe
debauched the human raee were abased the Seriptures
plainly state. The testimony of Peter's seeond epistle,
chapter two, verse four, reads: ““God spared not the
angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and
delivered them into chaing of darkness, to be rescrved
unto judyment.”’ The apostle Jude, in the sixth verse
of his epistle, refers to the same matter, saying: ‘““And
the angels which kept not their first estate, but left
their own habitation, he hath veserved in cverlasting
chains, under darkness, unto the judgment of the great
day.”’ Now the wicked men and women of earth must
meet their fate. They had come to the full in wicked-
ness and must die.

The snimals had been gathered into the ark as God
had commanded Noah. That marked the six-hundredth
vear of Noah's }ife. It was on the seventeenth day of
the sccond month, The hour of doom for the ungodly
world had s‘ruck. Far away to the north was heard
a mighty roar, as though mountans were being torn
from their foundations. Far distant from the south
a like terrible sound filled the air. The wild beasts of
the ficld and the fowls of the air sensed the oncoming
of a terrible calamity, A great flood of waters was
rushing from both the north and the south. The ae-
eount, preserved in Genesis, ehapter seven, verse clev-
en, says: ‘“All the fountains of the great deep {were]
broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.”
Through the valleys mighty solid walls of water rushed
on. Trembling, erushing and falling, on came these
walls of irresistible power. Upon the bosom of the
flood were borne great timbers, wreeked buildings,
quantities of earth and mighty boulders. With the flood
came strong winds that froze the marrow in the bones
of the ereatures that had never hefore known of cold.
Reaching a city the flood snuffed it out and ground its
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buildings to powder. Terror-stricken, the people fled
to the hills, only to watch the oncoming flood dealing
death and destruction to everything in its way.

With increasing fury the waters rushed on. IFor
forty days and nighis the torrents poured from the
north and the south and from above. Higher and high-
er rose the flood until the hills were covered. The.
waves swept away from the erests the surviving men
and beasts. Then the flood struck the great ark. The
great vessel groaned and its timbers crcaked. Then
the mighty waters lifted it high above the ground, and
the ark floated upon the bosom of the newly-made sca.
The wind inereased in fury, the carth rocked and
trembled, and the floods continued to rise until the
waters covered the hills and the mountains; and every-
thing wherein was breath died.

The graphic eyewitness account contained in the
seventh chapter of (enesis, verses cighteen to twenty-
four, reads; ‘“‘And the waters prevailed, and were in-
creased greatly upon the carth; and the ark went upon
the face of the waters. And the waters prevailed ex-
ccedinaly upen the ecarth; and all the hich hills, that
were under the whole heaven, were eovered. Fifleen
cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the moun-
tains were covered. And all flesh died that moved upon
the carth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and
of every ereeping thing that ereepeth upon the earth,
and cvery man: all in whose nostrils was the breath of
life, of all that was in the dry land, died. And cvery
living substance was destroyed which was upon the
face of the ground, both man, and ecattle, and the
erceping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they
were destroyed from the carth: and Noah only re-
muined alive, and they that were with him in the avk.
And the waters prevailed upon the carth an hundred
and fifty days.”’

God had vindieated his name in the minds of Noah
and those who survived with him, and in the minds of
the angels in heaven. All the nations and kindseds
and peoples who should ever spring from Noah and
his sons would know of this mighty demonstration of
the power of Jchovah, or at least have an opportunity
to know. But some will rcfuse to belteve. All peaples
that have lived upon the carth sinece Noah’s time Lave
seen evidences of the great flood. Dut, as it was in
Noah’s day, those who have had their minds turned
away from the Lord, who refuse to believe his Word,
deny the flood and are ignoravti of the works that
God has in mind to perform soon.

“For,”” as the Weymouth translation of Sccond
Peter, chapter three, verses five o seven, reads, “‘they
are wilfally blind to the faet that there were heavens
which existed of old, and an carth, the latter arising
out of water and cxtending continuously through
water, by the command of God; and that, by nicans
of these, the then existing race of men was over-
whelmed with water and perished. But the present
henvens and the present earth are, by the command of
the same (fod, kept stored up, reserved for fire in prep-



94 Fhe WATCHTOWER

aration for a day of judgement and of destruction
for the ungodly.”’ The Authorized Version recads:
‘“Wherceby the world that then was, being overflowed
with water, perished.”’

That the destruction of the old world by the deluge
foreshadowed the eoming destruetion of Satan’s or-
ganization, visible and invisible, at the battle of Arma-
geddon, Jesus clearly proves in his great prophecy on
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the ‘“‘end of the world’’. (Matthew 24 and 25) He
said: “‘For as the days of Noah, thus will be the pres-
ence of the Son of man. For as in those days, those
before the deluge, they were cating and drinking, mar-
rying and pledging in marriage, till the day that Noah
entered the ark, and understood not, till the deluge
came and swept them all away, thus will be the pres-
ence of the Son of man.”’—Matt. 24:37-39, Diaglott.

EARTHLY REPRESENTATIVES OF GOD’S KINGDOM

T IS a fixed rule of the divine arrangement that

God grants cverlasting life to no creature un-

il that one is first fully tested and, under the test,
proves his loyally and faithfulness. God gave Adam,
the first man, life; but he then put him to the test
before he would grant him everlasting life. Under
the test Adam fell, 1lis failure was hecause he gave
his allegiance to the enemy of God. He was both a
disloyal and an unfaithful man.

The next perfeet man on carth was Jesus. Before
the heavenly Itather aranted Jesus the great and high
reward of cternal life as a divine creature he first
put him to the most severe tests; and all these tests
Jesus met sueeessfully, and thereby proved his loyalty
and his faithfulness unto God.—TLuke 4:1-14; Phil.
2:5-11; Iceh. 5:5,9.

At once the absurdity of the deetrine of ‘inherent
immortality of all men’ appears. Satan is the author
of this false doetrine; and Satan’s representatives, the
clergy, have proclaimed this false doetrine amongst
men for centuries past.

Before the ransom saerifice for mankind was pro-
vided by the death of the perfeet man Jesus, it was
impossible for any man to be granted everlasting life.
This is true for the reason that all men are deseend-
ants from Adam and have inherited the result of his
wrongdoing, (Rom, 5:12) It is the rule of God that
““as in Admm all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive”’. (1 Cor. 15:22) The death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ must first take place before any man
could be granted life everlasting. This, however, did
not prevent imperfeet men from proving their loyalty
and faithfulness to God to the extent of their ability.
By so doing they could have God’s approval.

Since, however, there is no other name under heaven
whereby salvation to life can come, cxcept through
the merit of Christ Jesus, it follows that life could not
be granted until the coming of Christ Jesus and the
giving of the ransom. ITe ““‘gave himself [his life] a
ransom for all, to be testified in due time’’. (Acts
4:12; 1 Tim. 2:5,6) It follows that no matter how
faithful a man might have proved prior to the giving
of the ransom, he could not be granted everlasting
life until the ransom is presented as a sin-offering be-
fore ithe merey-seat of Jechovah God. Therefore tie
death and resurrcction of the Lord Jesus brought life

and immortality to light. (2 Tim. 1:10) Al must have
one opportunity for life. The opportunity for immor-
tality is for those only who scck it according to God's
appointed way, to wit, by being made conformable to
the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ.—Rom. 2:6,7;
Phil. 3:10-14.

It must now be apparent to the student of the Serip-
tures that all that man ean do toward saving himself
is to have faith and, under the test, to prove his loy-
alty and faithfulness to (lod. For this reason it is
written: “‘But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must belicve that he
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently
seck him.”’—1leh, 11:6.

Between Abel who was murdered by his brother
Cain and the tree upon which Jesus died there were
a few men on the carth who believed (lod and who
diligently tried to please him and did please him. Cen-
cerning these men it is written in the epistle 1o the
Hebrews, chapter eleven, verses thirteen to sixteen:
““These all died in faith, not having reeeived the prom-
ises, but having scen them afar off, and were persuad-
ed of them, and cmmbraced them, and eonfesced that
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. Ifor
they that say such things, deelare plainly that they
seek a ecountry. And truly if they had been mindful
of that country from whenee they came out [that is,
the Devil’s organization], they mieht have had op-
portunity 1o have returned: but now they desire a
better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore Go-l
is not ashamed to be ealled their (lod; for he hath
prepared for them a city.”

The word here rendered “‘country’ mceans father-
land; that is to say, their native town or city or place
of abode, or their land of nativity. The native condi-
tion of man was perfection in Paradise, the garden of
Fden ; and since it is God's purpose that this condition
shall be re-established, but that this can come only
through his heavenly kingdom ; and sinee these faith-
ful men desired such a thing, they therefore desiied
the heavenly kingdom or government to be re-estab-
lished on earth. God, in the performance of his pur-
pose, will therefore provide a city; to wit, an orvani-
zation, a government, in which these men shall bhave
a part. But who are these men?

Under inspiration of the holy spirit the apostle Paul
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wrote of and concerning them. (Hcbrews, eleventh
chapter) I'irst he mentions Abel, who proved his faith
in God. Then he tells of Enoch, who ‘“walked with
(lod”’, meaning that he had faith in God and was obe-
dient to him; and he says that God took Enoch away
that he should not see death, Then he mentions Nouh,
who lived in a time of great wickedness, and who
manifested his faith, lovalty ond devetion to God by
proclaiming the truth amidst a wicked and perverse
generation, Then comes Abraham, who was called to
go out into a place which he knew nothing about; and
beeause of his faith he went. Tle sojournced in a strange
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaae and Jacob.
The apostle also mentions Abraham’s wife, Sarah,
who manifested her faith in God's promises. Then he
tells of the great test that eame upon Ahraham, when
God callcd upon him to offer up his son Isaac. Belicv-
ing that God was able to raise Isaae up from the dead
Abraham obeyed, and this proves Abraham’s faith
in the resurrcetion.

Then Paul mentions Isaae as one of the faithful.
Next he tells of the faith of Jacob, who, because of his
confidence in God, prophesied and blessed his sons
upon his deathbed. e deseribes the faith of Joseph,
and how the Lord dirceted him in Boypt, ITe then tells
of Moses, who, althouzh reared in the home of a kine,
when he eame to the years of maturity refused to be
called the son of the kine’s daughter, choosing rather
to sufter afilietion with his own people, beeause of his
faith in God. The apostle adds concerning him as
“estecming the reproach of Chiist greater riches than
the treasures in Keyvpt: for he had respeet unfto the
rceompense of the reward”’. (Ileh. 11:26) And thusis
proved the faith of Moses in the coming kingdom and
in the great King, Then the apostle mentions the faith
of Rahah, the harlot; and he also tells “of Gedeon,
and of Darak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae”’,

After mentioning David, and Samuel, and the faith-
ful prophets, the apostle then grows cloquent, and his
words ring with joy and confidenee in God when ho
adds: ““Who throueh faith subdued kinedoms, wrought
richteousness, obtained promiscs, stopped the mouths
of lions, quenched the violenee of fire, escaped the edge
of the sword, out of weahness were made strong, waxed
valiant in ficht, {wmed to flicht the avnies of the
aliens. Waomen reeeived their dead raised to life again:
and others were tortured, not accepting deliveranee;
that they might obtain a better resurrection: and
others had trial of eruel mockings and seourgings, yea,
moreover, of bouds and imprisonment: they were
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were {empted, were
slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheep-
skins and goatskmns; heing destitute, afilieted, tor-
mented ; (of whon the world was not worthy:) they
wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens
and caves of the carth. And these all, having obtained
a good report through faith, reccived not the prom-
ise.”’—1fch, 11:83-39.
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The apostle here says, “‘The world was not worthy”’
of these men; meanine the world of which Satan the
Devil is the invisible ruler. By their faithfnl devotion
to God and to his promisces these worthy ones testi-
fied that they were completely out of harmony with
the Devil and in eomplete harmony with God. They
had true hearts, and did their best to do richt; and
because of their faithfulness they reccived a good re-
port. But they could not then receive the promise.
Keep in mind that the promise was the blessing of
everlasting life, and the apostle plainly says that lile
is a gift of (God through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Rom.
6:23) It rcasonably follows, then, that they could not
get Iife prior to the giving of the ransom sacvifice,

Then adds the apostle: ““God having provided some
better thing for us, that they without us should not
be made perfeet.”” It is manifest that the class here
mentioned as getting the ““betier thing’’ are those who
will be associated with Christ in the spirit condition
in heaven, because Paul includes himself as one of
them, Ile says that these faithful men of old without
us should not he made perfect. The word here ren-
dered ““perfeet’’ denotes complete, finished, aeccon-
plished purpose. By this, then, it is to he understood
that these men, having received a good report because
of their faithfulness, must wait in death in the tonih
until the members of the hody of Christ, which is the
true chureh, are selected and proved. (Col. 1:18;
Kph. 1:22,23) The promise concerning those faithful
nmen of old could not be completed until the Lord has
scleeted the emtire chureh, That is to say, God’s pur-
pose and provision for them cannot he consummated
or finished until full and complete provision is ma-l-
for the invisthle hkingdom of God, namely, Christ Jesus
and the faithful chureh of which he is the lHead.

In the atonement-day saerifiee, which (lod ecaused
the Jews to praetice each year and which is deserihed
in the sixteenth chapter of the book of Tievitieus, it
is shown that the ransom sacrifiee is presented as a
sin-offering on hehalf of all, aside from the chureh,
after the scleetion of the members of the body of
Christ.

When the memhers of the body of Christ are com-
pleted, what then is to be expected for these men who
died in faith before the great ransom sacrifice was
aiven? Paul plainly says: “Wherefore Cod is not
ashamed to he called their (fod; for hie hath prepared
for them a eity.”” (Ileh. 11:16) A city being a sym-
bol of a government, this text is positive proof that
(od has prepared for these very men a place under his
government of righteousness on carth. Henee they
will be made the visible, carthly represeniatives of
(lod’s kingdom during the thousand years when the
invisible Christ, God’s anointed King and earth's
riehtful Ruler, will administer the government from
heaven and will bless all the families of the carth, to
the glery of tlie Lord Cod Jchovah,



MEMORIAL

HE date for the celehration of the name of Je-
hovah God and to the sacrifice of Christ Jesus
is determined in this manner: Frem the obser-

vation of the new moon nearest to the vernal equinos,
which marks the first day of the first month, count
fourteen days. (Ex. 12:1-6) According to astronom-
ical ealculations the moon rises at least sixteen hours
before it ean be scen with the natural eye of man. In
ihe time of Moses the calculation was made from the
hour he could sce the moon with the naked eye, and
that is the proper manner for us to count the time,
. This year (called A.D. 1936) begins on the 24th day
of Mareh; and the fourteenth day, to wit, after 6 p.n.

of April 6, is the proper time for the celebration of
the Memecrial, Jerusalein time is used.

The bool: ¢ntitled Jehoval eontains a more detailed
explanation of the Memorial than The Weaicliower
could carry at one issuc. Carcfully and prayerfully
study chapters two and three of the Look entitled
Jehovah, bezinning at page 26 and ending at page 120.
Then on the Gth day of April, after 6 p.n., let cach
company of the anointed assemble and cclebrate the
Memorial, In doing so, use unlecavened bread and real
red wine. Unfermented grape juiee or raisin juice will
not meet the requirements, The Lord and the apostley
used real red wine, and we should follow their lead.

LETTERS

ONLY JEHOVAH COULD GIVE
GREETINGS TO OUR DBRETHREN IN ZION AT DETHEL!

We, the undersigned pioncers, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of Jehovah our God, thrvughout the vanoeus counties
of Texus, do heieby ussemble ourselves together this day,
November 16, 1923, at San Antemo, Texus, to ofier up thanky
to Jelhiovah for the wonderful provision he has eaused to he
made through you our nediren at Bethel to keep the pioncers
in the field, This g truly a stimmlant that only Jehovah could
give, and us one man we press formard in the battle with re-
newed zeal that will astound His enemies and put them to
fear und shume, Our battle ery is ““DUor Jehovah and the
Greater Gideon’’, OQur payers are for the destruction of Sue
tan’s ergunizntion and the everlustinyg vindication of Jehovah'’s
word und name.

Your fellow publishers im the King’'s service,

Mus. Marie ITvans,
H. 8. Rospins,
ConnTaNce Prrrirson,
(SR AL Y. THAYES,
Cing, T. R, PLinesox,
Manig A, Ropping,
Mrs. MYRTLE ROBBINS,

Mis, JUlIN A, PLTRRSON,
ANNA M, Cowbnn,
VIRGINIA STOKER,
Anruir T, MARSHALL,
Jayes D). CarTLR,

Mus, JaMES D. CARTER,
ANNIE WALLACE,

HELex MILLER, Mrs, 1. A, McDoNaLD,
Joux A. PETERSON, Mgs. J. DENNING.

MANY PRISONERS COMING INTO LIBERTY
DEAR BROTHER RUTHERI'ORD:

With pleasure I am sending the report of our Bethel studies
in Helsinki during the month of December 1935:

We have studied Purt 2 and Part 3 of ¢‘Prizoners’’. There
have been during these studies innumerable points of special
intercst, a8 many, many seriptures have been drawn mto day-
light. Although our thoughts of the prisoners have heen altered,
it has only made the deliverunce of the prisoners to seein 1more
bright, aud we ean hear the bells of Iibeity ringing ever louder
above cur heads, and joyfully we are trying to get the peoplo

to notic that sound in the midst of the terrible noi-¢ in the
world, and many ptisoners are even hearmg 1t and conunr o
His glorous hberty to the praise of God. These aiticles ure
a nghty spuir.ing to the woik,

The atteadance hus been: December 3, 15 persons; 10th, 17;
17th, 16; 21th, 11; and 31st, 15,

Our Lord God bless you most richly in his service. May the
Lord let you look upon the buchtness on his face duning the
new ycar and help you to prockum the glories of Iim. With
warm Christian gieetimgs,

Your httle brother by His grace,
Erro Nirosix, Scerctary.

RESOLUTION
DEAR DBrROTHER RUTIIERIOLD:

‘e, the members of the Cambridge 1i0) company of Je-
We, ti b f the Cambridge( Ob pany of J
hoval’s witnesses and Jonadabs wish to take thng occasion to
express our keen apprecition of the wonderful and <trengthion-
ing food contwined yn The B atehtower, and as beina the wmstru-
ment of Jehovah, We heoeby adopt and make our own the

following resolution:

RESOLUTION

That our atiitude is in complete harmony with lecture
¢ Salating a Tlog’?,

That we will, by lus giace, continue to lift lioh God’s
standard of trath and pomnt to that as the only subvation of
man, and to advertise the King and s kinedo.

We belreve that Yehovaliag the only true God wnd that Christ
Jesus i man’s Redeemer and the world's nghtful Raler.

We are certain that the kingdota of God uader Christ a9 the
only hope of mankind, and that Jehovalh has ploced Christ
Jesus as King upon his throne; therefore we will give onr aile-
giunce *o hun, and m Jehovah and Chrst Jesus we will 4 u-
phieitly trust. We therrfore gladly take our staud on the side
of Jehovah God and Iis kinglom under Christ Je us onr Re-
deeraer and Yotd, and, by his grace, we will love, serve and obey
and honor Jehovah and his beloved Son, Christ Jesus,

SERVICE APPOINTMENTS

A. B, MACMILLAN

Eatonton, Ga. ... pr. 1 Gieenwood, 8 C. .. Apr. 16
Greenshorn, Ga. N 2 Greenville, 8, C .. s 17
Atlanta, Ga. ¢ 3-b Taylm <, N, (.

L i Spartanburg,
Gaftney, N, ¢, o
Chester, 8 C.
Charlotte, N. (.
11 Kannapolis, N.C. ...
Sahshury, N.C, .. ... ¢

15 Winston-Salem, N. C May

Daltas, Ga. . ..
tochmart, Ga.
Rome, Ga. .

Jasper, Ga. ..
Murrayville, Ga.
Ander.on, 8, C.
Abheville, 8. C. .

S. H. TOUTJIAN

M. L. HERR
Notasulza, Ala. . ...Mar. 31 Stowah, Tenn. . ... ... Apr. 15
Camps Hill, Ala. ... Apr. 1 Rockwood, Tenn, o 16
Roanale, Ala. ... . 2 Oakdale, Tenn, o 17
Cragford, Ala. “ 3 Martel, Tenn ... o 18
Annixton, Ala, “ 4 Knoxville, I'enn, 1901
Lincoln, Ala. . ... b Clinton, Tenn. .. ¢ 23
Alabama City, Ala. ... 8 Luttretl, Tenn, . . .. 24
Boaz, Ala, ... 9 New Tazewcell, Tenn ¢ 2§, 26
Grove Oak, Ala. .. 10 Kuoxwiile, Tenn, . .0 ¢ 28
Chattanooga, Tenn. ... 11,12 Waynesville, N.C, ... ¢ 29
Cleveland, Tenn, ........ “ Asheville, N.C. ..Apr, 30-May 3
San Jose, Calif. ........ Apr. 2,3 ‘Tularve, Calif, . ... Apr., 9,10
Fresno, Calif . ...oceeen 4,5  Atwater, Calf, .. 11,12
Porterville, Calif, 7,8 Turlock, Calf, ... “ 14,15
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Ceres, Cahf | ... ..LApr 16, 17 Stackton, Calif, . Apr 23,24
Oaldale, Calf 16,19 Oakland, Calif, .. .. * 2524
Sonora, Calf, ... 21,22 8. Yranciseo, Cahf, Apr 30-May 3




